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Barque " RoUischild," wUh emigrants from Ohio, Kentucky, aud Tennessee, for Liberia. 



As we survey the transactions of 
the past year, in order to present a 
concise history of them and their 
results, we are filled with no ordin- 
ary emotions of gratitude to God for 
his preserving care, and his abound- 
ing favors. Many have been the 
tokens of his love, and unceasing 
the manifestations of his Providen- 
tial regards. In obstacles surmount- 
ed, in dangers avoided, and in good 
achieved, he has graciously minis- 
tered to our hope and confidence for 
future exertion. 

Shortly after the last annual meet- 
ing, the barque Rothschild" sail- 
ed from New Orleans, with emi- 
grants from Ohio, Kentucky, and 
Tennessee, for Liberia. Our friends 
in Kentucky, had expressed great 
anxiety that something should be 
done to give a new impulse to the 
cause in their State. For this pur- 
pose, it had been proposed to estab- 
lish a settlement in Liberia to be 
called Kentucky, and to form a 



home for all whom they might send 
to it. Of the sixty-one emigrants 
by the "Rothschild," ihirly-five 
were from Kentucky, the pioneers 
in this new and noble enterprise. 
They were well adapted to their 
peculiar work. Twelve of them 
were m.^mbers of the Church ; two 
were Ministers of the Gospel ; three 
were carpenters ; one was a black- 
smith, and one a shoemaker, while 
nearly all of them were under thirty- 
five years of age. 

The " Rothschild" reached Mon- 
rovia, on the 15th of March, with 
sixty-three emigrants, all in good 
health and spirits. A tract of land, 
beautiful and fertile, had been select- 
ed for " Kentucky," on the north- 
west side of the St. Paul's river, 
extending along the river, from 
the settlement of Millsburg, twenty 
miles, to the sea; thence running 
along the seabeach in a northwest- 
erly direction, about tliirty miles,, 
and thence into the inieiior about 
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Barijuc Cliulhain. — Relief of l.lic Pons recapiivts. 



fifty miles. For fertility, salubrity, ij lo the Board of Managers of the 
and convenience, a better location ji New York Society for a passage to 
could not have been made on the !. Liberia, and great hopes were en- 
coast. In an eligible situation on || tertained that a large and respect- 
this tract of land, fifteen comforta- 1 able company would go frctm the 
ble houses of native construction, 14 || free Slates; but as tlie day of sail- 
by 28 feet, had been erected before jl ing drew near, their hearts failed 
iheir arrival for the accommodation ! them through fear, antl the persua- 
of the emigrants, and into which ! sions of the enemies of colonization, 
they moved immediately after they ij until they all declined the oppor- 
were landed from the vessel. The !i tunity. This failure of emigrants is 



emigrants from Tennessee were lo- 
cated with them, and one of those 
from Ohio vt^as employed as a school 
teacher for the settlement. He has 
a small, but excellent collection of 
booksj and is a membei' of ilie As- 
sociate Reformed Church. can- 
not but regard this as a most propi- 
tious commencement of a settlement 
which will eventuate in untold good 
to Africa, to the State of Kentucky, 
and to the emigrants who may here- 
after cast in their lot with those al- 
ready there. 

On the 1st of May, the barque 
" Chatham," chartered by the New | 
York State Colonization Society, j 
sailed from the port of New York, | 
laden with provisions and clothing jj hands, and enable us to give subs- 
for the relief of the recaptives land-i{ tantial proof lo the colonisiSj and 



the more worthy of considoralion 
from the fact that the Chatham" 
was the first vessel which had, for 
several years, sailed from a port in 
a free Slate, and consequendy of- 
fiered the strongest inducements to 
colored people in New York and 
vicinity to embark in her. 

The expenses attendinij th.is ex- 
pedition, amounting to upwards of 
1,5,000, were defrayed by the New 
York Society, who, in their last re- 
port, say: "We feel called upon to 
express our grateful sense of the 
liberality of our friends in this city, 
in Brooklyn, in Newark, and other 
places, who have so promptly aided 
us. It has served to streuirthen our 



ed at Monrovia by the slaver "Pons." 
Two valuable emigrants took pas- 



10 the recaptives, of the sympathy 
of American Christians, by send- 



sage in this vessel, one from Ohio, jing out this supply ship, which will 



and the other from New York City, 
s^nd both of them possessing tal- 



amply meet the present exigency, 
and, as we hope, be adequate to the 



ems, education, and character, which j permanent relief of those who are 
qualify them for great usefulness in not otherwise provided for." 
their new sphere of action. The " Chatham" arrived at Uon- 

Several other persons had applied rovia on the 8th of June, and her, 
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The first and second view of Liberia.— Sailing of Ihe Liberia I'acktl. 



seasonable supply of provisions was 
tlislributed as circumstances seemed 
to demand. The two emigrants, by 
her, express themselves in terms of 
high admiration of their new homes; 
and one of thorn having very influen- 
tial connexions in New York, has 
written home letters in which he 
gives utterance to his convictions in 
the following language : 

"On a person's first view of this 
place, he is very apt to form a poor 
opinion of it. This was the case 
with me; but after 1 had been 
amongst the people, and saw the 
manner in wJiich they lived, and 
how intelligent and refined ihey 
were, and, above all, that they enact- 
ed, and were governed by, their 
own laws, and wljen I considered 
ihat 1 was for the first lime in my 
life breathing a free atmosphere, and 
in a country where the white man 
does not hold sway, and an indivi- 
dual, however humble, if he quali- 
fies himself, mav attain to eminence 
and distinction, I really fell sur- 
prised that I could have remained 
contented so long in America. 

" I sincerely think, that if the co- 
lored people of the United States 
could only see what a fine country 
this is, and. might be made by a little 
exertion, their prejudices against the 
Colonization Society and the Colony 
would be entirelv removed.'' 

Early in April, we resolved to 
send a vessel from Norfolk, with 
emigrants, to sail about the last of 
June. This determination was form- 
ed in view of ajjplicalions made to 
us for a passage for upwards of one 
hundred emigrants. Before having 
made any definite arrangements for 
the expedition, we ascertained that 
very few of that number would be 



ready and able to go. at ih^t time. 
Upwards of sixty of them were 
wheedled awav to the free States. 
Some few of them chose finally tti 
linger out a miserable and degraded 
existence here, rather than go to Libe- 
ria, where they might enjoy advan- 
tages which would elevate them to the 
dignity of men; while others of them 
were detained by circumstances which 
neither they nor we could control. 

In view of this state of things, 
it was determined to postpone the 
sailing of the vessel until the time 
of our regular fall expedition. 

The^" Liberia Packet" sailed 
from Baltimore on the 3d of De- 
cember, carrying out twenty-seveii 
emigrants for the American Coloni- 
zation Society, and fourteen for the 
iVIarylan4 Society, and a large supply 
of goods for the purchase of territory, 
and purposes of general improvement. 

We were greatly disappointed in 
the number of emigranis who were 
ready to sail in tlie Packet. From 
applications which had been made, 
and assurances given to us, we were 
led to anticipate from a hundred ami 
twenty to a hundred and thirty per- 
sons. Among those who saiied for 
Liberia, were some very intelligent 
and well educated men and women, 
in the prime of life, devotedly pious, 
and breathing the right kind of 
spiriti in view of the dangers and 
privations which were before them. 
A large part of them were set free, 
by masters now living, for the pur- 
pose of going to Lib.eria. The 
others, with two exceptiong, wert 
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Vessel from New Orleans— disappointed in the number of emigrants. 



left their freedom by their mistress, 
late of Westmoreland county, Va. 

During the past summer, we were 
Informed, by executors in Tennes- 
see, that thirty-five slaves, under 
their care, musi be senl to Liberia 
at the close of the year. Our 
friends in Kentucky, were very 
anxious that a reinforcement should 
be sent from their State to their new 
settlement on the St. Paul's. Gur 
agent, the Kev. A. M. Cowan, after 
much correspondence, and visiting 
various parts of the State, was ^'per- 
suaded that at kast sixty persons 
would be ready to leave Louisville 
by the loth of December," and wa« 
much impressed with the benefit 
which would accrue to the cause in 
the field of his agency, from the de- 
parture of a large number of emi- 
grants. We accordingly gave no- 
tice that an expedition would sail 
from New Orleans about the 20lh of 
December, with emigrants from the 
southwestern States. 

But we were again desiined to be 
disappointedr The emigrants, from 
Tennessee, were unable to leave at 
that time by reason of legal diflScul- 
ties being thrown in their way. 
Those from Kentucky, with the ex- 
ception of three, failed to appear at 
Louisville, where our agent had gone 
to receive and accompany them to 
New Orleans. What particular rea^ 
sons operated to deter them, or what 
peculiar causes prevented them, we 
have not yet learned. Doubtless 
they were similar to those whicli 
have operated in similar cases on 
(&tt side of the mountains. 



The Mary Wilks" therefore sail- 
ed from New Orleans with only 
eleven emigrants. She took out, 
however, a full cargo of freight, a 
part of which is for the purchase of 
i territory, and the remainder for sale. 

The learned blacksmith, Ellis, and 
family, sailed in this vessel. The 
departure of such a person for Li- 
beria is, of itself, an event of im- 
mense importance. 

It will be observed, that the num- 
ber of emigrants sent out during,,the 
past year is smaller than we had 
I been led to anticipate. 

How is this to be accounted for > 
Is there any thing in the present 
state of affairs, in this country, 
which will account for it? Or is 
it true that many of the slaves, as 
well as the free colored people, are 
■ unwilling to go to Liberia ? We are 
aware that several large familie;^ 
have been offered their freedom, 
by their masters, if they would emi- 
grate, who have declined it. We 
know, too, that very active efforta 
have been made to induce them to 
remain in their present condition. 
We know that there are in almost 
every community, men who claim 
to be the exclusive friends of the 
colored population', and yet who 
are industriously instilling into their 
minds the most bitter prejiudices 
against colonization. It seems to us, 
that if the colored people could 
properly appreciate the blessings of 
freedom, and the great social, moral, 
and political advantages they would 
enjoy in a country governed and 
regulated by laws of their own en< 
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actment, ihey would toil late and 
early to raise the means necessary 
to carry them to this land of pro- 
raise ; and yet the history of the 
past year proves that the great body 
of them are so blinded to their own 
best interests that they will not con- 
sent to go, even when their expenses 
are paid. One of the colonists 
returned to this country early in 
(he year, having many kindred and 
friends residing in the State of Con- 
necticut, whom .he was anxious to 
convince that they could vastly im- 
prove their condition and prospects 
by reluming with him to his adopted 
home. He spent (ilie summer ?.mong 
them. Talked the whole matter 
over with them. They saw, and 
admitted, that there was not a coun- 
try in the world where greater ad- 
vantages were held out to the in- 
dustrious settler. And did '^thev 
hasten thither as their friend advised 
them to. and as they were persuad- 
ed would be best.? No. They let 
him return, and they chose rather to 
stay in a country where they are de- 
nied, and must forever be denied, all 
the rights and privileges of freemen ! 

Through the labors of our agent 
in Indiana, r. considerable degree of 
interest was, early in the past year, 
awakened in the minds of many of 
the colored people in the vicinity of 
Terre Haute, who, after deliberate 
consultation, selected one of their 
number, and appointed him their 
agent to go to Liberia, examine the 
country, and return and report to 
tliem the state of facts, in order that 



they might make up their rninds 
with evidence before them which 
they could not doubt, derived from 
one whom they could not suspect. 
The person chosen as their agent 
was a Presiding Elder in the Con- 
ference of the African Meth. Church; 
a man of undoubted piety and of 
high standing among them. 

But no sooner had the enemies of 
colonization heard of it, than they 
made a regular effort to prevent him 
from fulfilling the appointment, re- 
solving that they would turn him out 
of the church if he attempted any 
sucli scheme, and that if he left the 
State on such an errand, he should 
never, with their consent, return to 
it again. 

What inference can be drawn from 
their conduct on this occasion? 
Manifestly this, they know that Li- 
beria is a belter place than they have 
represented it to be, and they are 
afraid of the result of a fair investiga- 
tion under circumstances altogether 
favorable to themselves. 

About the middle of April last, a 
large meeting of colored people was 
held in Cleveland, Ohio, to consider 
certain propositions, made by some 
of their number, for ej^iigrating to 
Oregon or California. The assem- 
bly was a'^.dressed by several individ- 
uals, and the diseusaion grew so 
warm, and the feeling so general and 
strong against emigrating, that the 
party in favor of it, withdrew from 
the meeting, abandoning the ground 
wholly to their opponents, who 
with great vehemence and enthusi- 
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The Randolph negroes" and Mercer county resohilions. — Abolitioiusts, 8tc. 



asm parsed a bunille of resolutions, 
declaring *^ that in the present aspect 
of affairs, the condition of the color- 
ed race would not be improved by 
emigration ; that colonization is, and 
ought to be condemned by the color- 
ed people : that the colored coloniza- 
tionist is as bad as the white coloni- 
zalionist, and that both ought to be 
condemned : and that it is the dnly 
of the colored people to stay where 
they are, and continue to contend 
earnesdv for their rijrhts, trusting in 
the power of truth and the God of 
justice for a final triumph! " 

It would be strange indeed, if 
from thai region, and under the 
influence oi ihose men, any body 
should determine to emigrate to Li- 
beria ! 

It was not very long after the 
adoption of the above resolutions, that 
about FOUR HUNDRED slaves were 
liberated by the will of the late John 
Randolph, and sent to Mercer coun- 
ty, Ohio, where lands had been pur- 
chased for them and where they ex- 
pected to live together in the enjoy- 



ment of good neighborhood and all 
the sweets of liberty. When they 
had reached the thresh hold of their 
anticipated homes, they were met by 
an armed company of men and driven 
back,* and after spendii>g most of 
their money, they were scattered 
about in the adjacent country, here a 
few, and there a broken frBgment of 
a family, in n manner most shocking 
even to Iheir ideas of the social rela- 
tions. The principal one among 
them, and his family, having some 
means at command, made his way 
back to Virginia, perferring to live 
in slavery, to staying in freedom 
under such circumstances. 

Not long since, a company of 
liberated slaves was taken from 
Western Virginia into one of those 
fiercely abolition counties in Ohio? 
but such opposition was mnde by the 
citizens to their settling among them, 
that the person 'ivho had them iti 
charge, left them in the public road, 
at midnight, and fled ! t 

It seems almost impossible, that 
acts like these, continually occurring 



* The followuig are the resolutions passed by the assembled people of Mercer countf 
on that occasion." They are characteristic, and sufficiently fierce certainly. We think 
their equal can hardly be found anywhere Soiifh: 

"Resolved, That vve will not live among netjroea; as we have settled here fij:st,we: 
have fully determined that we will resist the settlement of blacks and mulattoes in this 
county to the full extent of our means, fAc iai/fi-Tie/ jioV racc/)fcrf. 

'^Resolved, That the blacks of this county be, and they are hereby, respectfully re- 
quested to leave the county on or before the first day of March, 1847 ; and in the case 
of their-^neglect or refusal to comply with this request, we pledge ourselves to remove 
Viem. ' peaceably if we can, forcibly if we must.' 

" Resolved, That we who are here assembled, pledge ourselves not.to employ or trade 
with any black or mulatto person, in any manner whatever, or permit them to'have any 
grinding done at our mills, after the first day of January next." 

t We desire our friends to contrast with the feelings and conduct of these 7>ro/essc(i 
friends of the colored people, the feelings and conduct of others of the same school, as 
exhibited in the following fact: There is living in Ohio, said he, a worthy citizen, a 
Mr. G., a native of Virginia, who after a residence there for some eighfor ten years^re- 
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The&fc things ought lo convince colored people. — Sentiment from the North American Review. 



in the free States, should not have | 
some influence on sensible relleciing ;i 
colored men. How can they fail lo \ 
see, lluit, however much we deplore j 

t 

it, continued trouble, deeper depres- 1 
sion, and more hopeless degradation i 
awaits them in this country ! Can 

« 

they ever attain to the rights and privi- 
leges they are now struggling for, 
and demanding ! How is it possible 
for them to dream that they can ever 
enjoy a comfortable, quiet, and hon- 
orable home here, and possess that 
share in the management of public 
affairs which alone can make them 
feel and act as men and as citizens ! j 
Must they not come, however reluc- 1 



tantly, to the conclusion, and ac* 
knowledge, that the policy of colon- 
izationisls, is tne only true and san- 
ative policy ever yet adopted ? 1$ 
proposes to place them in circura- 
siances propitious to the full de- 
velopment of their powers. In this 
country, while things remain as they 
are at present, there is no place 
where this can be done. Go where 
they may, they encounter an invinci- 
ble prejudice, which excludes them 
from the honors of political, and the 
comforts of social life, and reminds 
them of their deeply depressed con- 
dition.* On every hand, the more 
favored race is multiplying around 



ttirned to Virginia, on a visit to see a brother who still remained in the ' Old Dominion.' 
Mr. G. gave his brother an interesting account of the prospects and policy of Ohio, with 
which he was much pleased. The Virginia brother remarked to Mr. G. that he found his , 
slaves a great burthen to him and requested him to take them all to Ohio and set them 
free! ' I cannot do it,' said Mr. G. ' Why?' asked his brother. *The citizens of Ohio 
will not allow me to bring 100 negroes among them to settle,' said Mr. G. ' But,' said 
he, ' I can put you upon a plan by which you can get rid of them and get them into Ohio 
very easy. Do you take them to Wtieeling and there place them on a steamboat for Cin- 
cinnati, and speak of taking them to New Orleans ; and while <^cu are looking csit for 
another boat, give the chance, and the Abolitionists will steal the whole of thein and run, 
them olF, and then celebrate a perfect triumph over them. But if you take them to the 
same men and ask them to receive and take care of them, they will tell you to take care 
of them yourself.* "—Rev. B. T. Kavanaugh. 

* " How it is that the free colored race can look with complacency on their condition 
in any part of this country is more than we can understand. True, it may be better at 
some' future day than it is now ; we hope and trust that it will. But we speak of it as 
it is now, and surely there is no immediate prospect of a change for t!ie better; and we 
cannot comprehend why they should wish to detain those v/ho are desirous to make the 
experiment of other influences and a more favored land. VVe are well aware, that the 
free people of color in this country have now a great prejudice against expatriation. 
This, they say, is their native land, and why should they leave it ? Ay, why should they 
leave it, if they can find an inducement to stay ? Egypt was the native land of Moses 
and the Israelites ; but their native air was not particularly good for their constitutions, 
and though they sometimes sighed for it in their discontent, they would doubtless have 
been sorry enough to have been taken at their word, and sent back again te the flesh- 
pots, cucumbers, and melons, not to speak of the brick-yards. We cannot see the espe- 
cial fascinations in any part of this country, which should make a sepait-ation from it ao 
heart-rending. We apprehend that, if our portion in it was like theirs, we should sound 
a retreat at tlie first opportunity, and without incurring the penalty of Lot's wife by look- 
ing back on the forsaken>home. It passes our comprehension to discover what they can 
find here, in the way either of enjoyment or hope, that should be so difficult to resign. 
It is true, that better days may come in process of time ; but meanwhile, it would seem 
as well lo go to better days wherever they can find them, even if beyond the sea. But 
this is matter of taste ; and if the coloted citizens of America prefer their present condi- 
tion, such as it is, no one asks them to* leave it; they are at perfect liberty to remain to 
the end of time, if such is their pleasure." — NorUi American Reuiewfor October, 1816., 
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CoJoretl {xr^ijile will n>ni) hv i-Mwdn) vnt of «:mploymrni.--Dr. Attstuider's (>|.inior>.~E(frclii, Stc. 

♦hem, filling (ivery avenue to wcalili, i ness and degnularion which await 
engrossing every desirable business, ■ iheni. And we therefore present co- 
and monopolizing every honorable ; Ionization to ihem at. every opporlu- 
employment. Th^ rapid increase of niiy, as the only practicable remedy 
our own population, the immense j for tbe ills which at present betide 
inflow of foreigners, who must gain them.* 



a living by their labor, and who can 



During the past year we have cir- 



labor to the best advantage, are sad ijculaied among them r» large amount 
evidences that the day is not far j of information on the subject of Li- 
distant when they will be crowded beria. Many of ih^mi take the Repo- 
out of every lucrative employment, siiory. Many of them have sought 

t!Sv-l^:'-"j' CS;5x/x< a\.^Tvvi tiiuii ixa i^'x ifiutivrit 1 1 v^iii MO ill VanUlIb Wd\b* 



they are at present, and th;,is com- 
pelled, in self-defence and for self- 
preservation, to seek a home in some 
other land ! This result may not be 
for years yet, but premonitions of its 
approach are now seen in every city 
in the land. 

Much as we deprecate this state of 
things, we would anticipate its ap- 
proach and in advance prepare a home 
for them when it comes. We would 



Some of our friends have also taken 
much interest in imparling to thera 
all necessary information. 

In many places we can now see 
the benefits aiising from these labors. 
A spirit of inquiry has been awaken- 
ed in many minds heretofore careless 
and indiflerent. Were there no op- 
posing influences exerted upon them, 
we doubt not that a large number of 
the most intelliofent amonsr them 



have them aroused from their present!! would in the course of a year or two 
dreams to the reality of its approach Jl emigrate to Liberia. Some of them 



and led to take the measures neces- 
sary to save themselves and their 
children from the certain wrelched- 



will doubtless never be convinced. A 
correspondent in one of our western 
cities, makes this remark, "There is 



* "It is in vain to declaim about the ]>rejudice of color; however \inreasonable, it will 
lorif*: continue to exist, and will prove an effectual bar to the possession and enjoyment 
of the same priviles^es and advantao;es which the white population enjoy. If I were a 
colored man, I would not hesitate a moment to relinquish a country where a black skin 
and the lowest degree of degradation are so identified, that scarcely any manifestatioa 
of talent, or course of go.id conduct, can entirely overcome the prejudice which exists, 
and which is as strong, if not stronger, in the free than in tlie slavcholding States :— and 
I would use every exertion to reach a land where it is no crime, and no dishonor, to ap- 
pear in a colored skin— a country where no white superiors exist to look down wiUi con- 
tempt upon the colored race, but where they are the lords of the soil, and the rulers of 
the nation. I cannot but admire the honest ambition and noble daring of the first emi- 
grants from this country to Africa. Then no Liberia existed. The Society did not own 
one foot of ground on that continent, and it was extremely doubtful whether they would 
be able to obtain any territory for a colony. Yet these lion-hearted men, resolved to run 
cverj- nsk, took, as it were, their iives in their hands. They went out, like Abraham, 
not knowing whither they went, or what destiny awaitt?d them. And the event proved, 
that tliey were called bv the providence of God,-^to engage in this hazardous enterprise. 
And 1 cannot but feel pity for the grovelling views of many colored men, now residing 
Jij a state of degradation in this country, who, in Liberia, might rise to wealth and inde- 
pendence, and perhaps, to high and honorable office."— .4, Mexander, D. J), 
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a very prevalent prejudice among our ;nlien, wiil the full energies of coIom« 
colored people against tlje noble eH-;'zaiion be developed! 
terprise of colonization, and it seems j In our last annual report we men- 
alniost impossible to induce them to tioned that a company had been 
attend to ils claims. ^4 colored Bap- \ formed who intended to run a regu- 
iist preacher of our city, prays God ; lar packet between the Chesapeake 



regiiJarhj', (hat he may never he con- < 
Dinced of the righteousuess of Jlfri- \ 
can colonizaiion I 
There is perhaps no one aspect of; 



and Liberia, and that the stock had 
been taken. 

We have now the pleasure of stat- 
ing that a vessel has been built at a 



our enterprise io which the energies! cost of more than $19,000 with spe 



of its friends should be directed with 
more intensity and perseverance than 
the one we have been considering. 
It is not for a moment to be supposed 
that the efforts of private benevolence 
will suflice to develope Liberia and 
remove thither the colored people of 
this country. Part of this work it 
has already performed. The corner- 
stone of s great and enlightened repub- 
lic has been laid. The structure has 
been reared in part and prepared for 
the comfort of its inhabitants. Those 
already in it could not be persuaded 
to exchange it for any other. They 
give to the world the example of a 
moral, well ordered and free commu- 
nity, governed by wise laws of their 
own enacting. 

Now what we need is that the 
eyes of the colored people in this 
country should be opened to see the 
inviting light which Liberia throws 
across the deep ; that their hearts 
should be cultivated to feel the attrac- 
tions that are there, to such a degree 
that nothing can keep them away; 
that unaided and of themselves they 
will cross the Atlantic and make Li- 
beria their home. Then, and not till 



cial reference to the accommodation 
of emigrants, having every arrange- 
ment and fixture which can be de- 
sired for their health and comfort, 
and second only to those of the first 
class of passenger ships. She sailed 
on her first voyage on the 3d of De- 
cember last. It is intended to keep 
her running regularly, making two 
or three voyages a year according to 
the amount of emigrants and freight 
offered by the Colonization Societies. 

it is believed that the running of 
this packet will not only reduce the 
current expenses of sending out emi- 
grants, but will have a happy infiU" 
ence in removing the prejudices of 
the colored people, disabusing their 
minds of the false impressions which 
they have entertained respecting Li- 
beria, and uniting them to their free 
Liberian brethren in bonds which can 
never be sundered. On this subject 
the editor of the Maryland Coloniza- 
tion Journal thus remarks: 

*' The building, the launching, and 
the sailingof this p8 eke t, thus demot- 
ed to this great missionary workj 
owned in part, and to be mainly own- 
ed by colored people theraselveB, has 
produced a new era in colonization, 
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it has awakened \\\c colored loau while the Financial Report shovvg 
from !iis torpor— it has broken the ij,e totnl receipts from legacies to be 
shell of prejudice in ^vllich lie luui ^ ^. 3^7 ^20, making a diiVercncc 
been lonjr enveloped — Jt has proved . . ^ , , 

in fact ' ihe sound of a jroing in the ^ ^^'^ ^'"^^'l^^^ '^^o years of 

tops of ihc uudherry irees,' and no fear $10,088 24, from tlds source -done, 
need exist, but ' the bestiringof thern- j In 18-15 received 1^977 6S for 
selves' will follow. We have long i ^,,^ ^ The past 

since (leciareu, and we were the nrst , 

to declare it efleciively, that if U- J^^' '''^ ^'^''^ ^^^^'^^'^'^ notlung trom 
berla was '^"er to be free, and to be -j this source. 

well governed, that government must |i |„ 134-5 ^he New York Society 

be aihninislered by a colored man; i' . , , . 

J r 1 1 V :r'i paiu their money into our treasury, 

and we now as hrmly believe, thai il ij » . , 

the cause of colonization is to pros- 1| 'i'l^e past year, as already mention- 
per — if the colonies are to receive |! ed, they appropriated i'i themselves, 



larger and valuable accessions of 
emigrants from this country, it must 
be through the agency and action of 
the colored people themselves; it 
mufet be in vessels of their own, and 
under their own direction, and we 
view this one barque, this ' Liberia 
Packet,' of which we have said so 
much, for which we have felt so 
much and labored so hard, as but the 
small beginning of an extensive sys- 
tem of operations to be by them 
prosecuted and perfected !" 

The receipts of the past year were 
$39,900 02. This falls short of the 
amount received during the year pre- 
ceding. But by a comparison of the 
Financial Reports of the two years, 
it will be perceived that this can be 
accounted for, without attributing 
any decrease of interest to the pat- 
rons of the Society, or any want of 
efficiency and success to its agents 
At the opening of our last report, it 
was oar mournful duty to record the 
'j'jath of several valued friends and 
liberal contributors. From legacies 
left by them to the Society, we re- 
ceived during that year $17,395 44. 

Our present report opens with no 
isuch record of departed friends, 



without any of it passing through 
our hands. 

These three items alone, added to 
the acknowledged receipts of the 
pastyear, would increase them several 
thousand dbllars beyond those of the 
year preceding. 

We are therefore convinced by the 
receipts of the Society that there has 
been during the year a gradual in- 
crease of attachment to this cause ; 
that old friends have held fast their 
integrity; that new friends have been 
made, and that nothing can fchake 
the public confidence in the benevo- 
lent character of the enterprise and 
its adaptation to the stupendous 
achievement contemplated by its 
founders. 

We have also arrived at this same 
conclusion from other sources of 
evidence. From our numerous and 
attentive correspondents in all parts 
of the country, we have received 
numerous and gratifying tokens of 
increasing favor in theirvarious sec- 
tions. Our agents are all encouraged 
in their laborious work, and all, with- 
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OiHiiioi!-" ill l;>\i>r of C<ifo!iiraticr). — jS't wsj^pers.—S'aJe of Liberia, from («ot. UobcrU's message. 



o!it a single exception, think they j yond the mere cost of paper and 
s(;e siii! bri<4hter days approaching. : press work. This indicates a good 
They urc also successful in raisirig state of feeling on the part of the 
money beyond the most sanguine j: political press, and a strong confi- 
expeciations of the best informed |i dence in the ^roodness of the cause, 



friends in their respective fields of 
labor- 

The New York Society in their 

last annual report, say : 

"Never before in ihe history of 
our enterprise has there been a year 
so fruitful of "ood as ihat now termi- 



nalmg. 



The ?Tiassachusetts Society in their 

lastannual report say that their agent 

" Has collected funds in about 
eighty parishes, from forty-five of 
\v\\u'}\ nothing was received last year 
and many of which were not previ- 
ously accessible." 

Bv other societies similar senti- 
ir.cnts have been expressed. The 
circulation of the African Reposi- 
tory lias increased during the year. 
A new paper called " The Liberia 
Advocate," has been established at 
St. Louis, Missouri, by the Rev. R. 
S. Finley, on his own private respon- 
sibiHty and cost. Another has been 
established at Indianapolis under the 
supervision of the Indiana Coloniza- 
tion Societv, called the " Coloniza- 
tionist;" and another at Frankfort, 
Kentucky, by the agent of the Ren- 
lucky Colonization Society. One 
peculiar feature of these two last pa- 
pers is, that they are composed of ar- 
ticles furnished by their editors to 
one or more of the political news- 
papers ^n the places whe^e they are 
published, and then at the end of the 
month they are thrown together and 



as well as of its popularity among the 
people. 

The state of public afiairs in Libe- 
ria, during the past year, has been of 
the most encouraging character. 

In his last message to the Legisla- 
ture, Governor Roberts remarks : 

Under the fostering care of the 
American Colonization Society, the 
colony has continued to increase in 
population, intelligence, wealth, and 
importance ; ' a little one has be- 
come a thousand,' and is now at- 
tracting the attention of the civilized 
world. It therefore becomes us, in 
entering once more upon, the duties 
of legislation, humbly to acknowl- 
edge our dependence upon Him, who 
is infinite in wisdom and power, as 
our guide and protector ; and to im- 
plore a continuance of His watchful- 
ness over the afiairs of these co- 
lonies. 

" We have continued cause for the 
expression of our gratitude to Al- 
mighty God, that another ye^ir finds 
us in the enjoyment of the blessings 
of peace, law, order and religion ; 
that the health of our fellow citizens 
has been preserved ; that the earth 
has yielded abundant fruits to the 
labors of the husbandman ; that, 
notwithstanding the interruptions to 
trade, new activity has been impart- 
ed to commerce; and that every 
department of the government seems 
to be going on well and prosperously, 
excepting only the unsettled state of 
our affairs in regard to the jurisdic- 
tion of the colony, and the restric- 
tions imposed by Great Britain, 
denying to us the power to exercise 



published, at little or no expense be- 1 sovereign and independent rights 
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Id. almost every department of 
civil, social, religious, and political 
enterpiise, there is a manifest im- 
provementover the preceding years. 
Measures were adopted by the Le- 
gislalure early in 1846, to extend tlie 
benefits of public education more 
widely and efRciently than had been 
previously the case. Several impor- 
tant acts were also passed respecting 
public morals, one of which respects 
the better observance of ihe Sabbath ; 
while another restricts the sale of 
ardent spirits to those who have ob- 
tained a license^ for which they are 
obliged to pay five hundred dollars. 

The receipts into the public trea- 
sury of the Commonwealth exceed- 
ed those of any preceding year. In 

1844, the revenue was $8,175. In 

1845, it was $8,853, being an in- 
crease of $678. The balance in the 
treasury at the close of 1844, was 
$201, at the close of 1845, it was 
$989. The revenue has been suf- 
ficient to meet all the current ex* 
penses of the Government, and leave 
a considerable sum for making im- 
provements, as will be seen by the 
following statement of the receipts 
and expenses laid before the Legis- 
lature at their last annual assembly : 

*' Receipts : — Duties on imports, 
$5,853 : Anchorage and light duty, 
$305 : Licenses to colonial vessels, 
$28: Licenses to commission mer- 
chants, retailers, and auctioneers, 
$834: Military and court fines, $212: 
Sale of public lands, $140: Sale of 
sundries at Central Fort, $78 : De- 
posited by thef Executor of D. John- 
ston's estate, $1,975: making a to- 
tal of $8,525. 



" Disbursements : — Paid expenses 
of the Legislature for 1845, $378: 
Paid Lieutenant Governor Benedict, 
for services in 1844, $300: Paid 
Judiciary Department, $918: Paid 
for the support of prisoners, &c., 
$1,044: Paid for elections, $90: 
Paid expenses of light-house and 
signal master, $226: Paid pensionSj 
$74 : Paid for public improvements: 
$2,486 J Paid for territory, $457: 
Paid collectors and school teachers, 
$1,085: Paid balance due the estate 
of W. Savage, $263 : Contingencies, 
$212; making a total of $7,536; 
leaving a balance in favor of the trea- 
sury this day of $989." . 

The relations of Liberia with the 
surrounding tribes continues of the 
most friendly character. The Com- 
monwealth has pursued a benevolent 
as well as a just policy toward all 
the neighboring tribes, which has 
won upon their affections and con- 
fidence, and opened the way for 
exertiriff a favorable influence tocivi- 
lize and Christianize them. Hence, 
those tribes are now accessible to 
missionaries and school teachers, 
many of whom, froni among the 
colonists, are laboring among them. 

A most interesting exhibition of 
the kind feelings entertained by the 
citizens of Liberia toward ^he na- 
tives is seen in the manner in which 
they received and provided for the 
recaptives of the " Slaver Pons." 
There were seven hundred and fifty- 
six, naked, starving, savage paupers 
thrown upon their shores. What 
did they do with them? Not what the 
"Mercer county" people did with the 
"Randolph negroes.^' They took 
them into their houses, clothed and 
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Cliaracter of the" I'ons" people— Iroublr — expense — they are now improving. 



fed ihem, and made provision for 
their education. Where is there to 
be found a community in this coun- 
try, ready to receive such a popula- 
tion and do for them the charitable 
and humane part that the Liberians 
did by these poor wretches ? To 
educate in all the arts and refine- 
ments of civilized life, such a com- 
pany of the wildest savages, is a 
work of no small difficulty and ex- 
pense; but still it was undertaken 
with cheerfulness, and has thus far 
been carried on without complaint. 
And yet the citizens of Liberia have 
had a vast amount of trouble with 
these recaptives. They knew noth- 
ing Jof laboring for a living — ihey 
were destitute of moral principle — 
they were adverse to all kinds of 
restraint — they were unwilling to 
submit to law, or observe order; 
hence, they were ready for any 
wickedness that offi^red itself. Manv 
of them left the homes that were 
provided for them, and wandered 
about in tire neighborhood of the 
settlements, stealing whatever they 
could lay their hands upon, and 
committing all manner of depreda- 
tions. Nor is this to be wondered 
at, when we remember that many of 
them came from tribes who 

" Devoured each other like the beasts, 
" Gorgiija; on human flesh;" 

and that it is not the work of a day 
or a year to tame the savage breast, 
or to transform the tiger into a lamb. 

We are however happy to have 
It in oiir power "to state that n:iany 
of them have uniformly conducted 



themselves with propriety, and thai 
ihey are making rapid improvement 
in civilization, manners, industry, 
and the minor branches of educa- 
tion. Many of those who left their 
homes to roam about the country, 
have returned to them, and now 
seem contented. 

They all express the most heart- 
felt gratitude for their deliverance 
from the wretched doom that awaited 
them in the Pons," and for their 
being landed at Liberia, rather than 
at Cabinda or vicinity, from whence 
they would soon and certainly have 
been again torn and sold to the slaver. 
They are proud to adopt civilized 
habits, and show great eagerness and 
aptness in their acquisition of the 
English language. 

From these considerations, we are 
led to hope, that, ultimately, they 
will make good citizens of Lil)eria, 
and be the honored instruments in 
the hands of God of introducing the 
principles of civilization and Chris- 
tianity among the heathen tribes to 
which they originally belonged, and 
thus add another to the already 
numerous instances in which God has 
"educed good out of evil," caused 
the " wrath of man to praise him, and 
restrained iheremainderof his wrath" 
in the dispensations of His Provi- 
dence toward the African race. 

We cannot, in this connexion, re- 
frain from making a remark or two 
concerning the manner in which 
these recaptives were thrc^wn, thus 
destitute, upon ;,the bounty of the 
Liberians. 
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It is well up.derstood that it is a 
part of the policy of the Uni ed 
States Govern:nent, in their eHorts 
to suppress the slave trade, to re- 
turn the slaves found on board of 
slave ships, which are captured by 
our men-of-war, to the coast, and 
land them at Liberia. But it is 
not so well understood that the 
Government makes no provision 
for their comfort and support after 
ihey are tlius landed. What right 
has the United Slates Government 
to throw them upon the mercy of 
the infant settlements there? Mani- 
festly none at all. 

Formerly the law of ]819 was 
understood to make provision for 
supporting recaplives after being 
landed in Liberia, until thev could 
take care of themselves. President 
so inierpreted it, and acted 
accordingly. But of late years the 
attorney generals have construed the 
law dirterenlly, and have decided 
that it simply provides for returning 
recaplives to Liberia, and for keep- 
ing a " United Slates agent for re- 
captured Africans" there ; and then 
leaves them entirely destitute, and 
him without a dollar to provide for 
their comfort. This is a most sin- 
gular case indeed. Our government 
has engaged in a humane eflurt to 
benefit the poor Africans, by sup- 
pressing the slave trade. For this 
purpose, it supports a squadron on 
the coast at a very heavy expense. 
One of the vessels of this squadron, 
carrying out her instructions, seizes 
a slave ship with upwards nine 
hundred children and youth on board, 



carries them back to the coast and 
pilches them on shore, in a sick and 
dying condition, and makes no provi- 
sion for taking care of them even for 
a single day I This cannot be re- 
garded in any other light than thai 
of sheer injustice to the recaplives, 
and oppression to the citizens of Li- 
beria. There is no obligation rest- 
ing on them to support these people. 
Thev have to siruj^frle hard to take 
care of themselves, unaided by gov- 
ernmental proieclion, and oppress- 
ed by those stronger than them- 
selves. 

We, therefore, earnestly hope that 
the United Slates Government will 
soon make some more liberal pro- 
vision for carrying out their efibrts 
for tlic suppression of the slave tradi*. 
It ought not to be expected that the 
citizens of Liberia should assume 
the responsibility, ai:d meet the ex- 
pense of the support and education 
of all recaplives whom the United 
States squadron may land on their 
soil. 

It is an acknowled<jed fad, that 
Liberia has done, and is now doing, 
more for the suppression of the 
sl.(we trade than the combined na- 
vies of the world. tier influence 
will be powerful for this end, just in 
proportion to her general prosperity 
and enlargement. If, therefore, the 
United Slates Government is anxious 
to suppress the slave trade, and we 
doubt not she is, and if she desires 
to accomplish it in the most expedi- 
tious and successful way, it is a dic- 
tate of sound wisdom, that she should 
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Purcliasc of terriJory, about BO miles. 



in every consliUitional and conceiva- .1 at their own special request, ihev 

ble manner assist (instead of reiard) 1 '^^^'^ ^'^'P" permitted to incorporate 

^ ^ 1.1 r T -i • I themselves with t!ie colonists, sub- 

tne Commonwealth ol Liberia, ma-, •, , , , 

' iscribetoihe constitution and ]?W8 

king it the instrument lor the sup- j „f ,jie c<>mmonwealih. become citi- 
pressinn of that gigantic evil, and the '} zens of Liberia, ati^d as such are en- 
extension of the principles ofciviliza- ! to the care and pjrotKCiioti of 

„ 1 _ I ^ 1 ,1 li iliis ffovernment.'' 

tion and good government, and the ;j 

|| The ploop Economy " was 
!| chartered by Governor Roberts, and 

Report it wash^'^'^ ^^'^ ^^'^ «^ ^^''''^'Y ^^'^ 

stated that the fund for the nurchasclh"'^\^ [''^^ ""^^ '"''^^'^ 

r, 1 I 11 1 I M 1 ii merchandize, in the charge of two 

of territory had all been sub^cnbi-d. !| . . " . 

, ,1 1 ir f -1 • ' !i commissioners who were appointed 
and more than half of it paid into i ., , , 

for the purpose, and who M'ere au- 



enlargement of the sphere of .Ameri 
can commerce. 
In the last Annual Report it 



paid into 

the treasury. Since that time, the 
balance of it, excepting $1,500, has 
been paid, and forwarded to Liberia. 
With these means, considerable pro- 
gress has been made in achieving 
this desirable object. Governor Rob- 
erts in his message, .January, 1846, 
says : 

" In conformity with an act of the 
last session of the Legislature, au- 
thorizing the purchase of certain ter- 
ritory in the Little Ba?sa country 
—Messrs. Teage and Brown, duly 
commissioned, proceede.' to Bassa, 
in Febuary last, and succeeded in 
purchasing ihe.remaining portion of 
that country, which secures to the 
cominnnweaUh an unbroken line of 
coast from Digby to Grand Bassa 
point. We have also succeeded in 



thorized to contract for all the un- 
purchased territory lying betweeli 
Grand Bassa Point and Grand Ces- 
ters. 

Of their success, Govertwr Rob- 
erts remarks in his despatch of June 
|25ih: . 

I ^' I am happy to be able fo 
j inform you that the commissioners 
i <lespat(ihed not long since, of which 
j you have been advised, to treat with 
j the natives for territory, have sun- 
jceeded quite as well as I had any 
I reason to expect, indeed, beyond 
: my most sanguine hopes, 
I "I have the honor herewith to 
transmit, to you copies of deeds for ten 
tracts of country purchased from the 
native chiefs | commencing at the 



south-east termination of our pur- 
exiinguishing the native title to the |i chase from the Bhie Barra tribe, and 
enths Sinou country, which gives us J extending along ttie coast about eigh- 
at that point some forty miles of sea ji ty miles, embracing all the territory, 
coast, and will be a great acquisition i' except Settra Kroo, lying between 
to the setdement of Greenville. In 
both instances, the native tribes have 
not only ceded to the colony the 
right of soil, but have also, by a for- 
mal compact, surrendered to this 
government the supreme judicial au- 
thority and political juris(^iction and 
control over tlie persons and proper- 
ty of all within that territory— and, 



fiitde Kroo and Little Sestors inclu- 
sive ; also eight miles of sea coast, 
farther north, embracing all the 
Taf-soo and BafToo Bay territory. 

"I feel pretty sanjrnine that, with 
the twenty thousand dollars, we 
shall be able to secure all the terrv» 
tory we need. I am, at present, 
hiore concerned about New Centers, 
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Trade Town, and Settra Kroo, than 
any oiher points along the coast. 
The slavers attheformer and fcreign 
traders at the latter places, are doing 
all in their power to arrest our nego- 
tiations with the natives. 

"We shall, however, no doubt suc- 
ceed ; though we may, in conse- 
quence of such interference, have to 
pay a pretty round sum. Grand 
Cape Mount we must also have if 
practicable. I hope after the arrival 
of the next vessel with supplies, soon 
to be able to give a good account of 
our doings." 

The proposition relative to the 
Independence of Liberia, adopted at 
the last annual meeting of the Boatd 
of Directors, was sent to Governor 
Roberts, by the first opportunity. 
He issued a proclamation, convening 
the Legislative Council on the 13di 
of July, la consider what measures 
they would adopt on the subject. 
They remained in session three days, 
during which lime the members ex- 
pressed their sentiments fully and 
earnestly. Great interest prevailed 
among the community, who flocked 
to hear the discussions. 

The result of these deliberatinns, 
was embodied in the following reso- 
lution : 

Jlesolvedj That the Governor be 
instructed to command the people by 
proclamation issued in reasonable 
time, 10 meet in the respective towns 
and villages in the commonwealth, 
on such day as the Governor may 
select, to make such disposition of 
the said resolutions (of the Board of 
Directors of the American Coloniza- 
tion Society) and to take such further 
action in the premises, as in their 
wisdom they may deem proper."' 

Of this resolution Governor Ro- 



berts, in his despatch of the 19ih of 

October, remarks : 

" You will perceive by the pto- 
ceedings of the legislature, herewith 
transmitted, that the preamble and 
resolutions haVe been submitted to 
the consideration of the people, who 
i wiU determine, by a solemn vote, 
what disposition shall be made of 
them, and should a new organization 
be determined upon, to fix upon the 
course proper to be adopted for 
carryina" into effect the suggestions 
of the Board, contained in said reso- 
lutions. 

"By proclamation, Tuesday, 27th 
instant, is fixed as the day on which 
the people, throughout the common- 
wealth, will assemble in the various 
towns and villages to vole on the 
question." 

The election was accordingly held 
on the 27ih October and it was ascer- 
tained ths.t a majority of the people 
were in favor of assuming the entire 
responsibility of their government. 

In his despatch of November 9, 
Governor Roberts says: 

" I have, only lime to inform you 
that ihe vote of the citizens, taken 
on the 27th ultimo, on the question 
of independence, is in favor of adopt- 
ing the suggestions of the Board, 
and recommends the call of a con- 
vemion to draft a constitution for the 
commonweahh. The legislature at 
its session in January next, will, of 
course, order a convention and adopt 
rules for its government." 

It will thus appear that the citizens 
of Liberia are proceeding in this 
difficult and responsible matter, with 
that calmness and deliberation which 
the importance of the occasion de- 
mands. In this respect, they give 
us much hope that in the future they 
will manage their affairs with wisdom 
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ami discretion ; that when the hour jj —when these circumstances are pres- 

of trial comes, thcv will be lound to 'h^ '-^^ ^'^'^f 

. ' . i question not appear unnatural, nut 

posses sufhcieut nerve to meet it, ;i one which would ari«e with 

sitilicient knowledge and weight of prompt and ready sponianeity ; and 
cliaractor, to carry themselves nohly-ji^ius ari>ini( become the subject of 
dirouoh. They will.doubiless con- and. anxious thought. 

struct their new constitution on the'! , ^^'"'^ we do but 5. peak 

, ,, . . , . , i! the iixeti sentiuteniofihe whole peo- 
sounuestrepnbhcan principle., wiseiy i| ^^.^ ^j- ^j^^^^, eolouics, without the 

arranged, and judiciously adapted to f exception of a single indivuiual ca- 

difir peculiar condition and circum- ! p:d)le of thought, when we say, the 

!i g*"*^^^ (d>jeci which at first brouglit 

'i'lie 
asked us, 

believe diat Liberia will maintain her '; outline before our eyc- 

iiulcpendence: that she will not be N'^:^' iniaginaiinn, and roused 

' ' ' and lured us on 



;; git;tii (injtrci wnir.ii ui iirsi uruugui 
, , c. ,1; us to Africa is still kindly and. ten- 

question has been irequently 1 ^j^^^,^. ,herished. That gVcat object 

s, "what reason have you to | ^vhich l.Mimed in all iis Lnandeur of 



gr; 

•which daz- 



lofiv 



persiiadetl, or bouglu, to be the colo- II V'*'-'*^ i'^^^''^^^'"",*'', . , , , . , 
' n 1 from iiome, and kindred and social 

uy of some more mnuential and H e.^^i^arments— which induced us with 
powerful nation ?" We cannot an- P patieuce to sufler, and with fortitude 
swer this in any way so well as by ii endure— which jfathered motive 



quoting the following language from 
the Liberia Herald : 



j from danger and streogiii from defeat; 
■ thrtt grand object, to phtnt a nation of 
, colored people on the soil of Africa, 
'^h were not unnatural for the (adorned and dignified with liie ai- 
menibers to ask themstdves what si?- j| tributes of a civilized and Christian 
Kuancc have we, that the people of !| community, is still the object dearer 
Liberia will not, when sovereign ji than all others to every liiberian. 
power be lodged in their own hj^nd, | Lidecd, so throughly are we pene- 
trated with the conviction of the ne- 
cessity, that in order to the consum- 



:efck some other alliance as a means 
of strength and of security against 
insult and awuression. And when it 



mation of this purpose we shcfuhl 



'.s recollected how much Americfin : stand alone and unembarrassed with 



philanthropy has done for the colony, 



aijy foreign allegiance, we should rc- 



iiow great sacrifices colonizationists ^ gard the document which conveyed 



have made of time, of ease, of money 
and of life, to conduct it to its preseni 
condition ; how highly they prize it 



i away our independence nothing less 
I than the record of an abject fate to 
' last through all r.oming ?imc. Better, 



as a practical illustration of the efiici- i far belter will it be for us that a,cen- 
ency and energy of American benevo-'j tury find us still a weak and feeble 
bmce, and with what intense interest j folk" than to bend ah ignoble ncclt 



they cannot but regard it as an ex 
tension to the eastern hemisphere of ; 
diose principles of republican liber-' 
'y and popular institutions, which,! 
among the moderns, their fathers | 
^lere the first virho had the sagacity , 
'0 discover, the independence to i 



to the Anglo-Saxon yoke- — of whose 
unclenching tenacity, when once it 
has grappled, ibe whole history of 
the modern world affords most melan- 
choly examples. 

"■On this score the society need 
entertain no apprehension. Here 



proclaim and the courage lo defend |j motives the mos; powerful— fear and 
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hope and burning desire, all concur 
to forbid treachery and to sustain 
honor and integrity." 

Sentiments similar to these, are 
held by the grsat majority of the ci- 
tizens of Liberia. They seem to de- 
sire, that patriotifm and a proper 
sense of the duty they owe to them- 
selves and their posterity, sljould 
characterize every action they are 
called upon to perform, and every 
step they take in a policy on vvhich 
hangs the future destiny of their 
growing republic. They seem fully 
to appreciate the important fact, that 
a crisis has now arrived, when, by a 
firm and unbending course, by high 
resolve and uJiitcd effort, and strict 
integrity and virtue, they may prove 
to a demonstration, and show to the 
world that their race is capable of 
seJf-gov eminent. 

If they succeed in convincing men 
generally of this fact, it will have a 
tremendous influence in their favor. 
There are thousands. of their own 
color in this country, who do not be- 
lieve that they can ever maintain a 
respectable government themselves, 
unaided by the whites. There are 
multitudes of the whites v/ho are very 
unbelieving on the same grounds. 
Among the colored people are many 
who would go to Liberia were they 
convinced that they would find a 
comfortable home there, ; and find 
themselves and their associates in cir- 
cumstances favorable to their rising 
to a respectable standing among the 
nations of the earth. liUny slave- 
holders would give up their slaves 



at once, to be sent to Liberia, were 
they fully satisfied that they would 
there find a permanent, safe, and in- 
dependent abode for them. 

The attention of many at the South 
is directed towards Liberia with in- 
tense anxiety. Many are educating 
a part or the whole of their slaves, 
with the intention of sending them 
to Liberia at soine future time. How 
important it is, therefore, that all 
should be able to cast their eyes 
across the sea, and behold on the 
shores of Africa a free and happy 
republic, composed and governed 
entirely by colored men, where every 
honest citizen feels that the incubus 
which pressed him down in every 
land is gone, and that he stands up- 
on an equality, as to rights, privj. 
leges and prospects, with any other 
man in the world. 

The past history of Liberia, though 
its results are but imperfectly de- 
veloped, convinces us that her fu- 
turity will be bright and glorious. 

"Enough," in the language of the 
North American Review, " already 
appears to make it certain, that it 
will maintain its existence ; that it 
will be a strong and flourishing re- 
public, and, like other republics, 
with all its faults, it will be a refuge 
for thc5 oppressed; that it will have 
power to drive the slave trade from 
its borders, and to send the light of 
humanity into the darkness of the 
Continent, where it stands, like sun- 
light on the edge of a black cloud, 
giving promise that the shadow shall 
pass away. 

" More than once it has encoun- 
tered the tempest of resistance which 
would have destroyed it, had it been 
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less firmly set fin ihe conscience and 
affection of its supporters', but which, 
us it is, has given up a deeper root, 
a mightier bough, and a richer depth 
of foliage, to sheJter those who sit 
under its extending shade, it has 
yet much to contend with, as our 
Government cannot take it under its 
ft'.!! prolcciiorii, it must depend in a 
great measure upon the sense of 
honor and right, which prevails 
among the nations bf the eariii. We 
wish it could place rriorc afnple con- 
fidence in this moral sense ; but, if 
the conscience of nations is weak, 
there is nothing which any one of 
tliem could g-ain by injury to Liberia, 
and this is a guaranty on which it 
can more safely rely. Sometimes a 
small naval officer may glory over it 
in the wantonness of power, which 
fias been committed to his unworthy 
hands; but it is hoped that such airs 
of importance will be prevented, if 
not censured; they cannot be per- 
mitted without reproach to the nation 
which allows them. Our own ofTi- 
ccrs have done themselves great 
honor by the kind and manly inter- 
est which they have manifested in 
the colony, and the open testimony 
in its favor which they have been 
ready to give. We hope that it will 
be strong enough to work out its 
own results in peace. Prejudice itself 
cannot well point out any harm which 
it can do; while there is good reason to 
hope that it will afford a refuge for the 
oppressed, and be the means of mak- 
ing to injured Africa some late atone- 
mentfor its numberless wrongs." 

In connection with these senti- 
ments, we cannot refrain from calling 
attention to the following views of 
Rev. A. A. Alexander, D. D., one of 
the oldest and most carefully obser- 
vant friends of colonization. They 
are contained in the " Introducttioii" 
<o his History of Colonization," 



a book which will richly repay the 
most carpful perusal. 

Whether this colony was com- 
menced in wisdom, or imprudently, 
it novv exists, and cannot be aban- 
doned. There it stands on the sav- 
age coasi of Africa, and is likely to 
exist for a long time to come. Hith- 
erto no ill consequence has followed 
from the prosecution of the scheme 
of colonization, except the sacrifice 
of a number of valuable lives on a 
coast peculiarly unfavorable to the 
constitution of white men. It has 
provided a home for some thousands 
of colored people, a large portion of 
whom exchanged slavery for free- 
dom, and a degraded condition in 
society for one of independence and 
dignity. Who can doul^t that the 
colonists of Liberia are in a far more 
eligible state, than if they had re- 
mained in this country? And who 
can tell the beneficial influence which 
they may hereafter exert on the na- 
tive inhabitants of the dark continent 
of Africa? This little free republic 
may, for ought we know, be the germ 
of a great and flourishing empire. 
Look back tliree hundred years, and 
you will see a few feeble colonies of 
^Europeansf struggling, with the most 
formidable dilFiculties, and often on 
I the very verge of extinction. And 
now behold these small colonies 
grown to be one of the most pow- 
erful nations upon the earth ; ex- 
tending their commerce to every 
quarter of the habitable globe ; pro- 
ducing by agriculture, in rich abun- 
dance, all the articles most necessary 
for man's subsistence ; and manufac- 
turing clothing far more than is 
needed by its twenty millions of in- 
habitants. Let it be considered that 
the samebenignantProvidence which 
watched over this rising country, and 
raised it to its present eminence 
among the nations of the earth, has 
also smilied on the infant republic of 
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fiiberia. The in<]ic;Uions of Divine 
favor towards this colony have been 
most marked, and some (»rihem tni- 
ly extraordinary, as will mostly fnUy 
appear in the events recorded in the 
following history. 

"The principal difiicultics have been 
encountered and overcome. A work 
has been achieved, by a few indefati- 
gable and philanthropic men, which, 
to posterity, will, we doubt not, ap- 
pear the most interesting and remark- 
able event of the first part of the 
nineteenth centnrv. No such work 
was ever before accomplished by 
means so inadequate. Unless Pro- 
dence had signally prospered the en- 
terprise, tlie object could never have 
been realized, li is to us, wiio have 
with interest marked every disaster, 
and every s?ep of She p50gress, a 
most astonishing object of contem- 
plation, that a private association, in 
a little more than twenty years, 
should, by voluntary contributions, 
without the aid of general govern- 
ment, have been able to establisli a 
well ordered and happy republic on 
the desert shofeof Africa, at the dis- 
tance of three or four thousand miles ! 
This is, indeed, a thing which would 
scarcely be credited, if its truth de- 
pended on common historical testi- 
mony. The idea of removing all the 
colored population of this country, 
has been ridiculed as fanciful and im- 
practicable. But however short the 
enterprise may come of accomplish- 
ing all that Vvould be desirable, in 
regard to this unhappy race, yet let 
it be kept in mind, that whatever 
may be accomplished, it so much 
clear gain ; gain to those who go, by 
greatly meliorating their condition ; 
gain to those who stay, by diminish- 
ing their number ; gain to the white 
population who desire to'be exempt 
from this class of people, and pros- 
pectively an inconceivable gain to 
Africa, by kindling on her borders 
the light of Christianity, civilization, 
and useful science." 



The only rational fear that can be 
entertained in regard to the probabil- 
ity tiiat the citizens of Liberia will 
be found inadequate to the emergency 
of !=elf-government, arises from the 
time in which they have been train- 
htg for this responsible duty. As to 
their nafural capacilies, it is loo late 
to doubt. 

*'The primary elements of mind,'- 
says a late eloquent writer:, " in Africst 
are, essetitially, what ilu)y are in 
similar circumstances every where 
else in the world. The powerful 
appliances of civilization, sciencp, 
and religion, will find susceptibilities 
in the Jifricaa intellect, and plied 
Ions: enough, will eifect the same 
evolutions of mental capacities, the 
same inventive powers— -the same 
enterprise, and will give the same 
general direction to the deathless 
energy of mind there as in any other 
quarter of the globe. It is a libel on 
the benevolence of God, to supposn 
thill he has created a race of ra'.ional 
beings wiih so stinted mental endow- 
ments, that with proper culture they 
cannot be sufliciently developed ami 
disciplined, to avail themselves of 
the bounteous nreans of a happy 
temporal existence within their reach, 
and also to rise to tho,=?e noble des- 
tinies of an immortal nature, for 
which man was made." 

Entertaining these views, and be- 
lieving that the past training of the 
Liberian mind has disenthralled it, 
enthroned it in its peculiar sovereign- 
ty and power, and invested it with 
the majesty of an enlightened con- 
science and Christian sentimetit, suf- 
ficiently to enable it to stand erect 
under the immense responsibility of 
self control, we anticipate for Li- 
beria a bright career of future use- 
fulness ! Every faculty will be 
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aroused — every energy awakened, j 
and with the favoring srniles of a j 
beneficent Providence, their course! 
jnust be onward and up^vflvd. 



wise. But the amount paid into the 
treasury the past year, has been 
given under the influence of iVd 
I special plea. No popular enthusiasm 



In closing our review of the promi- j has gathered around some' emergency 
nent events of the last year, we | — lilted it, and borne it onward. On 
•alliule to one evidence that the sup" i the contrary, the great principles, 
poit of this cause has become a mat 
ter of deep piinciplc with the com 
inunity, generally. We have madej been sustained by the thoughtful 
no special appeal fur funds during | convictions, and the enlightened be- 
the year. We have presented no | ncvolence of the wise and the good. 



I and the general operations of the 
i Soc\(pty, being well understood,, it has 



stron:^ case^ calling for immediate j 



We may, therefore, rely upon 



relief. During the preceding: year, 1 them for assistance in our future 



tliere were several such topics prc- 
!^enled, and many p'^rsons were in- 
<!iiced to contribute in viev/ of them, 
u'ho would not have done it other- 



j operations, at the same time that we 
; calculaie to make many new friends, 
j and greatly enlarge tiic sphere of our 
I usefulness. 



€ririut5 from tijc pvcicccbingg of tl)c tijirticl!; iXnnuiU i^lcctiufl of U)( ^mexUan 

Coloiruiition <i5.-ocict!;. 

Judge ~.D. said, he did not rise to 



Washington City, 

January 19, 184,7. 

The American Colonization So- ;i 



make a speech j but there were two 
lb, oughts presented in the report 
wiiich he considered worthv of some, 
dety met in the First Presbyterian jl umpli/ication. One of ih c most in- 
Church, at 7 o'clock, p. M., agreea- j leresting features about the scheme 
bly to adjournment. In the absence colonization is its influence on 

n -I . *i Tj T-r I i'the slave trade. The experiment 
ol the President, the lion. EUsha' ' 



Wiiiulesey, the oldest Vice Presi- : 
dent present, took the chair., and 
called the meeting to order. 

The Rev. Mr. Wynkoop invoked 
the Divine, blessing, 

Tiie Secretary read extracts from 
the Annual Report. 

The Hon. Judge Douglass, of 
illiiiois, offered the following resolu- 
tion : 

JRcfiolved, Tiiat the report be ac- 
cepted, and referred to the Board 
of Directors. 



of the value of naval forces to sup- 
press this trade has been fairly made, 
and has failed ; and it is now the 
deliberate sentiment of all who have 
considered the subject, that some 
more efTectnal and rapid means niufet 
be devised before we can ever hope to 
see the extinction of this eiiormous 
outrage on humanity antl^religion ! 

From what has been already done 
bv colonization, v/e infer that it has 
au cinlierent power which nothing 
else possesses ; and looking at the 
principles which have controlled its 
movements, we discern in them an 
adaptation to this very result. Two 
important influences aje exerted by 
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it. A barrier is erected along the 
coast which excludes the slaver from 
entrance, and cuts off his intercourse 
with the native iribea, ^yho alone 
can supply the victims of his traffic: 
aral tlien it enters into the town or 
settlement of the natives by its 
divine and sovereign power, changes 
their minds respecting this traffic — 
leaches them the feelings of a no- 
bler nature — introduces them, (o a 
more valuable commerce, and thus 
regenerates and reorj^anizes the slate 
of society, and renders it impossi- 
ble to find a person who is willing 
to sell the victims lo the slaver. 
Thus the work is done — done effec- 
tually. A wall is thr'^)wn up by the 
colonial settlements along the coast, 
Avhich secures us a defence, until 
the minds of the natives can be 
reached and changed ! Give this 
society the aid it demands, and is 
v/orthy to receive, and soon they 
■will extend their setdements all along 
the coast, and this terrible scourge 
shall disappear from the earth ! 

The other aspecT of colonization 
to which he Avished to allude, was 
its bearing on the extension oi £mtr- 
ican commerce! It addresses itself 
lo us Americans as patriots ! It ap- 
peals to us as the friends of com- 
merce and the general prosperity of 
our whole country. If there shall 
be a colony built up on the shores 
ofAfrit^a, who can tell the enlarge- 
ment that it will give to commerce ! 
When their citizens shall number 
20, 50, or 100 thousand, they will 
present a market for our surplus 
nianufaotures and bread stuffs which 
will be of immense value. But this 
is not all — they will form as it were 
the entrance to all the interior of that 
vast and immensely rich continent! 
The power of the coast must and 
will have the command of the in- 
terior ! If that power is held by men 
sent from this country, nurtured and 
grown under our institutions, and 
by our fostering care and aid, in 



their national efforts by this society, 
they will tJver be inclined to trarJe 
with this country, and thus open to 
our merchant ships wide fields of 
wealth! 

TIjc great rivalry between Ameri- 
ca and England is a struggle to con- 
trol the commerce of the woild. 
The sails of each country now 
whiten ev^ery sea. We are rivals for 
jKJVv'er, for commerce, for the wealth 
of other lands. 

The policy of England is to 
herself en this point, and plant her 
standard on that promontory, and 
thus spread abroad her influence and 
her power until she can control the 
commerce of the world ! " 

How is Africa to be controlled? By 
Liberia ? No other settlement, and 
no other power has half so fair an op- 
portunity of laying under contribu- 
tion the vast interior of that con- 
tinent! Liberia is destined, and at 
no distant day, to control a commerce 
of immense value, and it must thus 
become, itself, a wealthy and power- 
ful nation. Then, it is not to be 
supposed that America will have no 
share in their favor, and no part in 
their trade. Their government ori- 
ginated among those vvho were born 
on American soil. The feelings of 
orratitude will bind them to us — the 
community of language — of feehngs, 
and of climate, will all tend to 
alienate them from other govern- 
ments and bind them to ours ! 

In this aspect of the subject, every 
American citizen has a deep in- 
terest in the prosperity of Liberia, 
and the eniargment of the means of 
the Colonization Society. *^ 

In , conclusion. Judge D. com- 
mended the cause to the liberal pat- 
ronage of every p.ilriot, philan- 
thropist and Christian in the land, 
as eminently worthy of (their true 
devotion and liberal contribiitiOtis. 

The -Rev. Joel Parker, D. D.,of 
Philadelphia, seconded the resolu- 
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tion offered by Judge Douglass, and 
said — 

I feel a great interest in this colon- 
ization movement, and have done for 
many years. Fourteen years ago, 
I first went to reside in a slave state. 
I had previously studied carefully 
the condition of the free people of 
color in the free States. Then, I 
commenced acquaintance with them 
in the slave States, as well as with 
the slaves. And the result was, I 
became convinced of what I had long 
felt— it is important that we do some- 
thing for these people, and that we 
do it in the right time, and with the 
right s])irit. 

But what shall we do for them ? 
What can we do ? Where shall it 
be (lone ? Ho\v ? 

1 am thoroughly convinced that 
there Is a better thing than the mere- 
ly doing away with slavery, which 
some persons seem to think is the 
"chief end of man." 'J'he elevation 
of the colored race is that better 
work ! We must raise their charac- 
ter by education and religion ! If vve 
do our duty in this respect, the in- 
fluence of it will be seeii every where. 
Convince the world that they are 
capable of self-government — educate 
them to tlie ability to enjoy freedom, 
prepare a place where they be indeed 
free, and more slaves will be offered 
to you than you can get the means 
to transport. 

There seems to me in connection 
with this subject a beautiful illustra- 
tion of what Hall calls, *' a fetch in 
Divine Providence.'' God had a 
design in bringing these people to 
this country in the way he did. We 
cannot probably comprehend the 
whole of it, but this we can see, he 
nas secuved iiie euucaiioii of ihose 
who to all human appearance would 
not and could not have been educated 
in any other way. There are now in 
this country more than 300,000 Afri- 
cans who can read and write, who 



I could not have done it if it had not 
; been for the slave trade ! There are 
j many in this country and in Liberia, 
! who are capable of preaching the gos- 
pel, editing papers, and performing 
all the duties of civil life, who must 
have remained in total darkness but 
for this trade ! How came these peo- 
ple by all this knowledge ? Did any 
body go to Africa and teach them 
No ! It has been done by slavery / It 
has often been said, that '* the school 
of adversity" is one of the best that 
has ever been eslabli8he;d. It may 
have a practical application in their 
case. They have been hi: many in- 
stances hardly dealt by. They have 
indured much. But they have arisen 
through it all. And you compare 
their present condition with that of 
their kindred in Africa, and the one is 
infinitely above tlie other. No body 
can doubt this. Some of them have 
come up faster than others. The 
most hopeful among them take the 
foremost rank. But have all .been 
benefited by being brought to this 
country ? 

And now we send them back to 
Africa, with a preparation for doing a 
great work there, which we never 
could have imparted to them in any 
other way. The Liberians have ideas 
of education, of government, and of 
all the relations of olife, sych as can 
be found atno Missionary Statioja on 
the face of the earth. We catinot 
make the Sandwich Islanders fee! and 
think as the Liberians do ! 

In this view of the subject, we 
may perceive at least one good \vh\ch 
slavery has done to Africa, a^d the 
question may with propriety be asked 
whether it has not done for Africa 
more good than harm ? Are there 

- i irw r\r\r\ r\f\r\ -C _i i .i_ 

noi iu,uw,UUu ui Mavccf awug the 
coast and 40,000,000 in the interior,, 
whose condition is infinitely worse 
than any in this country ! 

It is not for me to say what might 
have been done for the welfare of 
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Africa had not the slave trade existed. 
Btii if any body,supj)oses tlial more 
would have been done under those 
circuinsiances ihasi has been under 
the present, -^et them answer this 
question, what ought to induce the 
benevolent to aid the millions in 
Africa ? Why their deep wretched- 
ness and ruin! Who can look upon 
them and feel deeplv and desire to 
extend some relief! Well then, if 
their deeply~ wretched condition is 
the exciting cause of whatever has 
been done for them, and if the slave 
trade has made their condition worse 
than it otherwise would have been, 
then surely more has been done for 
them, than would have been done, if 
the slave trade had not existed? Is not 
that fair reasoning.'' The contrary 
certainly cannot be proved. But we 
have nothing to do with the ifs and 
the ands in the case. We iiave taken 
ihe broad ground that slavery has 
done Africa and the African race, a 
good — a great s;ood, and we believe 
that all must admit the facts! 

The question, however, still re- 
curs,^ what more can we, ought we 
to do for Africa, and for this country ? 
Benevolence demands that something 
be done. Theii- condition is far from 
comfortable, even in the free States, 
and under the most favorable circum- 
sfances in this country. I freely con- 
fess I can see no prospect of ulti- 
mately benefiiing the race by liber- 
ating the slaves and sending them to 
the free States. And it follows there- 
fore, that I can see no prospect of 
elevating the race to that point at 
which they ought to be, while they 
remain in this country. Without 
amalgamation, perfect equality cannot 
exist between any two difFerentraces, 
of course this is out of the question. 
They can never be merged into and 
lost among the whites. This is as 
undesirable as it is impossible. 

If we send them to Liberia, we 
have dilliculties lo encounter on 



everv hand, in this country and in 
Afiica. We must therefore go orv 
slowly. L ha'* been, perhaps, the 
salvation of Liberia that but few enii- 
ii'ranls have been sent each year. 
Time has thei>, been given for ihern 
to grow up to full strength. and \ignr 
of intellect, and to feel the value of 
their government. ' Had lliere .been 
20,000 or 30,000 raw recruits thrown 
in upon them, they would .have con- 
stituted an ungovernable mass and 
endangered the repiiblic. But we 
have gone on slowly — we have now 
a few men, able to govern a small 
nation — ^have schools for all — 
churches for all — all are under good 
training— they are able to receive 75G 
wild savajres at once, and take care 
of them and put thein in a xjourse of 
training for future usefulness. There 
are men of wealth among them and 
men of experience, and now they all 
move on safely. 

And you must go to Libkria, if 
you would appreciate the full bless- 
ings of colonization. You muststndy 
characltr llierc and compare it with 
character here, in order to see what 
a redeeming influence there is in plac- 
ing them out from under the shadow 
of the whites, and i^i circumstances 
where the full responsibility of their 
own government and elevation rests 
upon themselves. Liberia imparts a 
new tone to the character of the Afri- 
can race, such as they can get no- 
where else, and such as will distin- 
guish them wherever they gd. When 
I was in New Orleans, some of the 
colonists who had gone from Missis- 
sippi, returned to see their friends 
and attend to some business, and 
among them was a preacher^ v/ho 
came back improved in his personal 
annearancfi. in bis lanornaore- in His 

t » o ~ ^ , , 

dress and address, which showed that 
he had studied much, and seen much, 
thut he had felt ne^/ influences oper- 
ating upon him, that he respected 
himself J and he thereby commanded 
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ihc" respj^cts of oiliers. I saw litis in 
that community, ia my own church, 
and amon«r my elders, for'he was in- 
vUetl to preach on Sabbath niglu in 
a church on ihe other side of La- 
jayelto square from whicli mine stood, 
and in which I was to preach at the 
same hour, and lo ! my con<rregation 
left me, and some of niy elders weiit 
10 hear iiim ! What was it tliat crea- 
ted this interest ? He felt llie influ- 
ence of freedom ! 

An instance was related to me by 
a friend in Kentucky, wiiicli illus- 
trates this idea well. A man by the 
name of Dick Jones had gone from 
that neighborhood, and having resid- 
ed four years in Liberia, cai7)e back 
10 tlie county town where lie had 
formerly resided, the court was in 
session at the time, and mucli anxiety 
was shown lo see Dick and see how 
he liked Liberia. So iiiey brought 
him among them to have questions 
asked him. One gentleman inquired, 
"Dick, how do yon like living in 
Africa?'' lo which Dick replied that 
he liked very well, and went on lo 
•five a few items which contributed 
to this. All felt that the answer was 
a good one, and then a manifest glow 
of pleasure on many countenances. 
After he had ceased speaking, an- 
other gentleman said, " Richard, 
what sort of a government have you 
there ?" To which Richard gave a 
very satisfiictory statement of the 
form of governmentj and the manner 
ill wiiich they manage their affairs. 
And ihen another enquii^id, " Jones, 
if a white man was with you, in your 
house, how would you treat him.^" 
" Oh, sir," said Jones, we should 
treat him with much respect and in- 
vile him to sit down at the table and 
dine with us J" The next senile- 
man who questioned him, said, "Mr. 
Jones:!" ^Fhey had thus insensibly 
to ihemser/es risen from calling him 
Dick, to that of the most respectful 
appellation. 



They saw in him that indepen- 
dence of thought and that manly 
bearing which an American always 
evinces, and they treated him accord- 
ingly. And who does not see that 
this state of feeling is indispensable to 
their true an\l permanent elevation I 

Bui an objection is made to colon- 
ization because the work goes on so 
slowly. We are asked, if in some 
twenty years you have sent out about 
5,000 persons, how long will you be 
in sending the 3,000,000 and more 
now in The United. Slates This is 
a question, any person may see, 
that is not solvable in the rule of 
three. It is like the question of the 
Irishman, " if one stove save half 
the wood, will not tvyo save it all 
The Society never proposed to send 
them all. Its past labors have-not 
been confined to sending over emi- 
grants alone. Can any oujeclor tell 
what proportion of the means of the 
Society have been expended in the 
purchase of territory, and in making 
preparations in Liberia, whicli once 
made, will not need renewing ajrain ? 

^ Of* 

It is like building an immense edifice, 
much of the work is done under 
ground, as it were, in digging down 
to solid earth and laying firm the 
foundation! 

How louff will it be afier the resour- 
ces of Liberia are fully developed, and 
it is shown to he a safe and comfortable 
home for the colored people, before 
they will begin to go there spon- 
taneously? And who can tell how 
long it will be before they hes'm to 
go because they cannot help it? The 
inducements there and reasons here for 
their emigrating will be overpowering. 
It will be like it wtis when Joseph 
went down into Egypt. He hesila- 
;ted, and doubted, and feared a long 
time — but when the wagons came 
for him, he understood- the whole 
affair. He knew the truth of what 
had been told him. The v/agons-— - 
the wagons, coming for him and his 
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family, they settled the question. 
When thai sJdp of which the Report 
has spoken comes from Liberia own- 
ed and manned by colored men, and 
when the merchants of Liberia come 
over for their goods, and are doing 
business on large capitals, tiiat will 
settle the question. One man will 
come over worth $20,000 — and 
another worth ijl, 000,000 — and they 
will have all the character and re- 
spectability of men about them — and 
then the colored people will begin to 
open their eyes ! Ami what can hin- 
der them from going there ? They 
will find out what a country it is — 
and in the mean time the country 
itself will be improving, and there 
Will be men there who will want a 
college, and other men who will be 
able to endow it, and wlio will do ii, 
and there is no limit to their improve- 
ment. 

But we are not in a hurry. It is 
more important that we attend to the 
quality than the quantity of our emi- 
grants. One head of grain of real 
good wheat, is worth more than a 
thousand having no vUalif i/ui them. 
The law of its progress is to be con- 
sidered. We want the right seed. 
Seed like that which was sifted for 
our forefathers ; and out of which this 
great nation has grown ! 

And then, s'f^, there is something in 
its being slow, which is important in 
another respect. It calls out the very 
best kind of action in those who are 
there. It is a very select business. 
We want the intelligent, and do not 
went the wicked and the vicious. 

How does God dispense his bless- 
ings.' Does he always pay down? 
What will he give you for a certain- 
ty ? Heaven ! Now, or at some fu- 
ture time ? He holds out no mercen- 
ary motives! Just so in colonization. 
We do not expect our .reward now. 
Our children will see iV-and Africa 
"will rise up and call n,? blessed ! The 
growth of Liberia may be slow, like 



a coral continent — there are a few 
green spots, and a small gathering of 
clusters, and here and thgie some 
fresh patches, until the continent shall 
rise up all green with fruits and 
flowers. 

One family now sent to Africa, 
will in the course of time increase 
into a whole tribe. 

I met a man not long ago, fully 
six feet high, wearing a drab coat, 
who asked if I did not know him, 
and told me that he used to live in 
New Orleans. And then I recognized 
the- boy, with a satchel on his arm, 
whom six or eighty years ago I 
knew in the streets of New Or- 
leans. . Said he, " they call me 
Major Wilkinson now. I am a 
preacher. I was down there until 
i bought myself. I paid $800 for 
my free papers. Then I bought one 
sister, and paid for her. Then I 
went to Illinois, and God converted 
me, and I began to preach. Then 
I went back to New Orleans, and 
my friends wanted me to preach 
there. But the recorder thought I 
had better not preach there, and 
then I moved to ' Old Virginny/ 
and I am now come to yo- to get 
some money to help me to buy my 
family." " Bat why do you come 
to me " I think you feel for the 
colored people!" "Are you an 
abolitionist?" " Yes, I am." ''Then 
why do you not go to the abolilion- 
ists f 1 am not one of them." " They 
v/ill not do any thing for me. Th«y 
want to get us all free at once. I 
can't wait for that time to come. 
And then the south want somebody 
to buy all their slaves, and so I goes 
to, them, as aint on either side." 
"Why do you not go to Liberia?" 
Stretching up himself to the full 
height, and opening his big eyes, he 
exclaimed, " and do you think I is 
going to expatriate myself ? Wliy f 
am descended from one cf tb"? first 
families in Virginia." 
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This is, sir, but a specimen of the i 
way in which ihey are deceived, and 
a proof of wliat we have often as- 
serted, that, the real friends of tlie 
Africans are the colonizationists, 
and that they themselves will find it 
out wlienever they are in straitened 
circumstances. 

I am, therefore, for going forward 
in this great work, trusting in the 
wisdom which cometh down from 
above to ordeit^ the progress of the 
work in such way as shall be most 
advantageous, and as shall work out 
the great result in ihe best manner 
possible. 

The Rev. A. D. Eddy, D. D., of 
Newark, N. J., offered the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That every year's ex- 
perience seems to increase our con- 
victions of iiie Value of the princi- 
ples of the Colonization Society, 
and that now embraces the only 
acknowledged method of elevating 
and blessing the colored race. 

Colonization had its origin in 
genuine Christian philantliropy. Its 
conceptions were those born of 
philanthropy and of patriotism. The 
development of those principles have 
been seen all along its history. It is 
now no longer a matter of experi- 
ment. It is a fact now. It is his- 
tory. 

What great enterprise has ever 
been achieved witiiout strong op- 
position being made to it ? But by 
the manner in which they have met 
and mastered this opposition, they 
have commended themselves to the 
world. So it has been with coloni- 
zation — treated with dislike and con- 
tempt, even by those who of all 
others had most interest in it. 

And yet what has it done ? It 
has founded a Republic^, established 
schools and churches, introduced 
Chrisiiian morals and education into 
many dark places full of horrid 



cruelty — has opened a highway for 
commerce^ — has stricken a deadly 
blow to the slave trade for mors than 
300 miles'of coast, where formerly it 
raged in the most alarming manner, 
has proved that the African race 
can be elevated, and are capab>|e of 
self-government, and has done more 
for them wherever they are scattered 
over the face of the earth than any 
scheme which has ever yet beeti 
adopted. 

We look over this country and 
over Africa, and there are three 
aspects in which we view the colored 
race. 1st. In a state of slavery. 2d.' 
Enjoying nominal freedom; and 3d. 
On the shores of Africa — heathen 
and savage, and deeply degraded. 
And we ask by what principles is it 
proposed to do them all the greatest 
amount of good ? Does not coloni- 
zation embruce ihe only certain and 
efficient means of elevating and 
Ciiristianizing them as a race? 

Christianity is a powerful means 
of elevating mankind. What do we 
all owe to it? But this alone will 
not do all for the Africans that they 
need. Look at the South for ex- 
ample. There is, perhaps, a large 
propoition of the slaves in some of 
live States who aie members of the 
Church than of any other class in 
the country. And yet they are le.ft 
degraded, and will be until their re- 
lations are changed. Look at the 
North ! Can the Africans there rise ? 
Are they rising? Have they risen ? 

Look at Africa] Can the millions 
there be elevated without coloniza- 
tion ? Look at Liberia'--there you 
see real elevatioii of character, en- 
largement of mind, and fixedness of 
principle, and all those things which 
mark a slate of society rapidly ad- 
vancing from a lower to a higher de- 
gree of refinement. Now what has 
made this differen^jp? 

Colonization then presents the only 
method of doing them substantial 



32 



ANNUAL MEETING OF THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 



Siluiition of colored people in Canada, &.c. 



and lastiiiir good. Dr. Woods, of 
Andover, Mass , lately expressed lo 
mc his conviclion Uiat colonization 
was the only liope for the African 
race. 1 have lived in New Jersey, in 
western NcwYork, and in the South, 
and I am persuacied that there is no 
possibility of imparting to them educa- 
tion and religious culture in their 
present circumstances. Vain is that 
j)hilanthropy which would attempt lo 
give them freedom here. You niay 
change iheir social relations, and 
place in any free State, but what is 
the freedom which you have given 
them.'' Is it freedom? Jf vou 
would now carry and oiFer it to the 
slaves, would they accept of it iliis 
day, if they knew all that belongs .to 
it ? There are, to besure, some bit- 
ter things about slavery, but \vhen 
nil its hearings are considered, its 
jire.^ent heaviest weiglit is seen not 
to fall upon the. slave, but upon his 
master. I do^ not believe that giving i 
merely nominal freedom is the way 
lo elevaie them. Still they are un- 
fortunately situated, and have neither 
motive nor opportunity to rise. 

A few months since I was travel- 
ling uear to Canada, and desiring to 
see the result of freedom,, as they 
found it in their northern flight, 
with their eyes fixed on the polar 
star. And 1 inquired about them,- 
and I found that when they first came 
tliere ihey were docile and full of hope, 
but soon their appearancei, changed, 
they lost their buoyancy of spirits, 
— became indolent, unwilling to sub- 
rait to the restraints of society 
which the whites submit to, and as a 
necessary consequence, a large num- 
ber of them were in the penitenti- 
ary, and others are in the greatest 
state of want and v/retchedness. 
They do not think they have bettered 
iheir condition by . the change. They 
say they were betrayed and deceived, 
that false hopes were held out to 
them, and allured them on. One man 



said to me, after a loiig and candid 
conversation, " 1 never know misery 
till 1 came to this freedom," and he 
begged me, " sue out a liocus pocus 
for him and get him back." 

Tliere is no advantage gained by 
going to Canada. Brilisii philan- 
thropy may boast as long as they 
choose, the facts in the case are all 
against them. 

Go and sit down with the colored 
man, and ask liim where do you find 
your best friends ? And he m\\ tell 
you amon«* the colomzalionisls. 

Does the principle promise all 
that we think ? Experience thus 
far proves that it docs, and until 
I find another method by which 
the African can convince the world 
that he is a man, rise to a standing 
among the most favored of Adam's 
children, and send the light of civi- 
lization and Christianity through 
Africa, God forbid that I should 
abandon this only hope, on which 
Heaven has smiled, which embodies 
the relief demanded, and is capable 
of being carried into full execution! 

But leJ us test this a little fur- 
ther. I have known a man in New- 
aik, well educated, highly intelli- 
gent, who writes well, and posses- 
ses every requisite for a first rate 
membei of society. He tried to in- 
troduce his family into society. 
They were well educated and per- 
l"ecily genteel in their manners. He 
tried to get his children into the 
schools in New York and other 
places, but he found it entirely 
hopeless, and had to give it up. 
He has been strongly opposed to 
colonization, but one of his sons, 
feeling his dark prospect in this 
countrv, determined to ffo to Liberia, 
and no sooner had he gained a Toot- 
hold there, than he felt the vantage 
ground on which he stood, and he. 
wrote home that his mind li'as in a 
state of peace and hope never known 
before. 
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We hrlieve, tliereHire, that the 
principle is now doing all that can 
be (luno u'iih Jidvaniage, and lhal 
enlaiircd moans only are nncessary 
to enable ii, under Divine Providence, 
to acconiplish all thai we can reason- 
ablv hope lor. 

Niiw, with this cause before us. 
throwing li<rhl upon ihe future, and 
pleading for the salvaiion of mil- 
lions, we appeal to ti»e friends of the 
rnce every where, to come isobly 
up to the work, and render lhal aid 
whicii the uece?siiy of the case so 
ei?iinenily demands ! 

The Rev. J. B. Pinney seconded 
the resolution and said, lhal instead 
of half an hour, he wantt'd three 
hours 10 ?ay all that was passing in 
his ihouglus, 1 have spent many 
years in serving this cause, boih in 
this country and in Africa, and as I 
am now on my way to enter ou the 
duties of u pastor of a church, and 
seek rest from the arduous and re- 
.■^poiisibio duties of an agent, I fet-i 
my heart kindling while I mingle 
with you in these exercises. I do not 
expect 10 r/WiV this cause! Where- 
ever I ain I shall plead its inerils, and 
hope 10 add something to its treasury 

Mr. Pinney traced the original 
idea of colonization lo Thos. Jeffer- 
son, thai sage patriot, and drafter of 
the '■' Declaraiion.. of Independence." 

Two vp.ars iiCii'.r nenned lhal me- 

_^ ., . .I.J. 

morable document, he prepared a 
diaft of the Of>r.siiiulion for the Srale 
of Virginia, in which he incorpora- 
ted the plan of colonizing the slaves. 

At lirst slavery was profitable, and 
Ncvir England and Old England were 
benented thereby. Bui Virginia felt 
the curse, and began lo fear for the 
result, and said lo the mother coun- 
try, give us no more slaves ! Eng- 
land would not hear her remonstiance 
so long as the trade was profitable 
to her manufacturers and commercial 
men. i\fr. Jefft?rson proposed that 
in ten years ihey should become free 



and be held by the State, and in 
twenty years be sent h-ack lo Liberia, 

Some plan of cidonizalion became 
the popular idea in Virginia. In iS04, 
the Legislatui'e inslrucied Mr. Mon- 
roe, then governor, lo open negotia- 
tions with the Pre.sident of the United 
Stales, lo see what could be done on 
ihe subject. In 1816, they again acted 
QU the subject, and desired the Pre- 
sident to find a home for them in 
Africa,. or elsewhere. Mr. Marshall 
proposed lhal western lands should 
be given for this ptirpose, Madison 
was a warm friend of the Society, 
and left it a hatulsome legacy. Clay, 
and Meade, and Alexander, and ihou- 
"nnds beside who stand liigh itj liie 
State and in the church, became ^nd 
still are its warm stjpporter.*. 

After ten years labor in ih's cause 
I am fully persuaded lhal no other 
plan is so prolific of good. 

Let the Society go forward, it will 
be supported. Prayers are luu for- 
gotten in Heaven. Africa will be 
blest. America will be blest for starl- 
ing colonization. 

The thing is practicable. Twenty 
thousand paupers from Europe cros.n 
the Atlantic every year for our coun- 
try. 

But we cannot pretend to follow 
Mr. Pinney in his rapid descriptions, 
in Ilia luiauSvverabje arguiuents auu 
his moving appeals. 

We have given but a meager out- 
line of any of the speeches. 

After Mr. P. had concluded, the 
Society adjourned to meet in the Co- 
lonization Rooms, at 12 o'clock, to- 
morrow, for the transaction of busi- 



ness. 



Colo. VIZ AXIOM Rooms, Jan. 20, 1847. 
The Society niel, A. G. Phelps, 
Esq., took the chair. The following 
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officers were elected for the ensuing 



year: 



Hon, 



PRESinEN'T : 

PIENRY CLAY. 



VICE PUESinENTS: 

1 Geiif'ral John H. Cocke, of Virginia, 

2 DiUiifl Webster, of Massachusclls, 

3 Charlos F. Mercer, of Florida, 

4 llev. Jeremiah Day, D.D., of Conn., 

5 Tlisodnro Frelingliiiyson, of N. York, 

6 Louis McLane, of Baltimore, 

7 Moses Allen, of New York, 

8 General W. Jones, of Washington, 

9 Joseph Galos, of Washinj^t.'/n, 

10 Riglit llev. Wm. Meade, IJ.D., Bishop 

of Viricinia, || 

11 John McDonogh, of Louisiana, 

12 Gao. Washini^ion l.,afayelte,oif France, 

13 llev. Jaines O. Andrew, Bishop of the 

Methodist Episcopal Clmrch, 

14 William Mcixvvcll, of Virifinia, 
1.5 IClisha Whittlesey, of Ohio, 
Ifi Walter T..owrie, of New York, 

17 Jacob Burnet, of Ohio, 

18 Dr. Stephen Duncan, of Mississippi, 

19 William C. llivps, of Virginia, 

20 Rev. J. Laurie, D. D., of Washington, 

21 Rev. Wm. Winans, of Mississippi, 

22 James Boorman, of New York city, 
ii3 H.enr}' A. Foster, of New Yoik, 

24 Dr. John Ker, of Mississippi, 
^5 Robert Camiihell, of Georgia, 

26 Peier D. Vroom, of New Jersey, 

27 James Garland, of Virginia, 

23 llev. Thomas Morris, Bishop of the 

M. E. Church, Ohio, 
29 Rt. Hon. Lord Bexiey, of London, 
80 Wm. Short, of Philadelphia, 

31 Willard Hall, Delawaio, 

32 Rt. Rev. Bishop Otey, ofTenn., 

33 Gerald Ralston, of London, 



3-J Rev. Courtland Van Rensselaer, N. J,, 
3.> Dr. llodgkin, of London, 
3G Rev. E. Burgess, D. D., of Dedham, 
Massachusetts, ; 

37 Thos. II. Hazard, of Providence, R. L, 

38 Dr. Thos.Massie, of Tye River Mills, 

Virginia, 

39 Gen. Alexander Brown, of Virginia, 

40 Mai. Gen. Winfield Scott, Washington, 

41 Rev. Thos. E. Bond, D. D., N. York, 

42 Rev. A, Alexander. D. D.,N. Jersey, 

43 Samuel Wiikeson,of New York, 

44 L. Q, C. Ehner, of New Jersey, 

45 James Railev, of Mississippi, 

4(> Rev. Geo. W. Bethune. D.D.,of Phila. 

47 Rev. C. C. Cuyler, D. D., Phila., 

48 Elliot Cresson, Esq., of Philadelphia, 

49 Anson G. Phelps, Esq., Nev/ York, 

50 Rev. Leonard Woods, D.I>., A.nduver, 

Ma,ssacl)usetf3, 

51 Jonathan Hyde, Esq., Bath, Maine, 

52 Rev. J. P. Durtjin, D.D., Carlisle, Pa. 

53 Rev. Beverly Wa\igh, Bishop of the 

M. E. Church, Baltimore, 

54 Rev. Dr. W. B Johnson, S. C, 
65 JNloses Siiephcrd, Baltimore, 

56 John Gray, I redericksburg, Va., 

57 Bishofj Mcllvain. of Ohio, 

.58 Rev. Dr. Edgar, Nashville, Tenn., 
.59 Rev. P. Liiu'lsley, D. D., do 

60 Hon. J. R. Underwood, Kentucky, 

61 Hon. J. 'W. Huntingdon, Conneciicul, 

62 Hon. P. White, Putney, Vermont, 

63 Hon. C. Marsh, Wbodstock. Vermont, 

64 Rev. J. J. Juneway, D. D., N. Orleans, 

65 Hon. S. A. Douglass, Illinois, 

66 H. L. Lumpkin, Esq., Athens, Geo., 

67 James Lenox, New York. 

After which the Society adjourneil 
to meet on the third Tuesday of 
January, 1848. - 
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Washington, Jaw. 19, 1847. \ 
The Board of Directors of the 
American Colonization Society met, 
at the Colonization Rooms, at 12 
o'clock, M., according to adjourn- 
men,i;, and was constituted by the ap- 
pointment of the Hon. L. Q. C. El- 
mer President, and the Rev. A. D. 
Eddy secretary. 

The Rev. Mr. Wynkoop ofTered 
prayer. 



The following individuals appeare d 
as Directors — Hon. L. Q. C. Elmer 
and the Rev. A. D. Eddy, D. D., 
from J^ew Jersey. 

Rev. Joel Parker, D. D., Archi- 
bald Mclntyre, and Paul T. Jones, 
from Pennsylvania. 

Hon. W. W. Campbell and D. M. 
Reese, M. B., from J^ew York. 

Rev. S. R. Wynkoop, from Dda- 
ware» 
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Prj<:cetlings of the Board.— Resolution, concerning the slaver " Pons." ^ 

A. G. Piielps, Esq., E. Cresson. ii Secretary, Mr. McLaiu, was referred 
Esq., and Rev. W. McLain, life Di-|: to a Select Commilleefor considcra- 
reclots. jj to report at the present meeting 

■\ViIliam Guntor?, Ulysses Ward, \ as far as practicable. Messrs. Elmer, 



of the Execiiuve Committee. 

The minutes of the last annual 
meeting were read by the Secretary 
of the Society, the Rev. W. McLain. 

The Annual Report was read by 
the Secretary ; which was commilted 
to the Rev. Dr. Parker, Dr. Reese, 
and Mr. Mcliain. 

Messrs. Piielps, Jones, and Dr. 
Parker, were appointed to examine 
the Treasurer's accounts. 

Adjourned to meet at half past nine 
o'clock to-morrow morniiifr. 

Wednesday MORNING, 
Oh o'clock, Jan. 20, 1847. 

Tlie Board met according to ad- 
journnient. 

Present as before, with the addi- 
tion of the Rev. Dr. Janeway, direc- 
tor from New Jersey, and the Rev. 
J. B. Pinney, a life Director. 

A communication was made to jthe 
Board, by Mr. McLain, Secretary of 
the Society, respecting the present 
condition of the Colony of Liberia, 
and the arrangements wliich are re- 
quired to be made in view of the 
change in the relations of the colony 
to the Colonization Society. 

The Hon. Jabez Huntingdon, ap- 
peared as a delegate from Connecti- 
cut. 

On motion of the Rev. A. D. Ed- 
dy, the subject introduced by the 



Mclntyre, and Reese, were appoint- 
ed as the committee. 

Dr. James Hall, Secretary of the 
i Maryland Colonization Society, be- 
ing present, was invited to sit with 
the Board, at its present meeting. 
On motion of Dr. Reese — 

Ir 

Rpsoivv.d, Tliat the Correspond- 
ing Secretary be requestful to report 
to, the Board at the afternoon session, 
what legacies to the Society are yet 
unsettled, and whether any such are 
in litigation, with such information 
tiiereon as may be in possession of 
the Executive Committee. 

On motion of Rev. A. D. Eddy — 

ResolveiU That a committee be 
appointed to present a memorial to 
Conffress to secure remuneration for 
the support of the recaptured Afri- 
cans, from the ship " Pons" landed 
at Monrovia, and if necessary, to 
make efforts to secure a law to meet 
the exigencies of similar cases that 
may occur in future. 

Messrs. Elmer, A. G. Phelps, A. 
D. Eddy, J. B. Pinney, and Cresson, 
were appointed the committee. 

On motion, the Board had a recess 
to meet at the call of the President 
for the purpose of attending the meet- 
ing of the Society. 

After recess, the Board were called 
to order by the President. 

The committee appointed to ex- 
amine the Treasurer's account made 
the following report, which was ac- 
cepted, viz : * 



Dr. 



tlcc cipts nnl) C 5f p c nl> i I u r cs o f tl)c JJlmrrican Gploni^r. tiou^fcictij, 

From 1st Jamiarij, 13-16, io \st January, lS-17. 



<:r. 



To cash on hand per last reporl, - - 
Balances due the Society per last report. 
Received fiom Colonial Store, .... 
deceived from donations, . - . - . 

Received from legacies, 

Received from subscriptions to the African Re- 
pository, 

Profit and loss, 



$11,159 4S j 

(5.3-15 72 i 

25,755 52 'j 

1,307 20 i 

ij 

2,397 8f) ] 

154 0.) '! 



$f;5 1,059 45 



By cash paid for passage of eini!:;rants, provisions, &c., 

Cash jtaid (or goods consigned to the Colonial 
Store, _ - 

Cash jiaid for irnprovemonts, purchase of torrilory, 
salaries of Governor and Colonial Secretary, and 
otiier expenses if) Liberia, - - 

Cash paid salary of Secretary, rent of office, clerk 
hire, staiionery, lights, lue!, &c., 

Casli paid for printing cejisns of Liberia and other 
documents, lUid engraving and printing incpSi 
&.C., 

Cash ])aid salaries of Agents^ and other expenses 
in ccJlrcting Intids, ------ 

Caslj paid for paper and printing tb.e African Re- 
p<]>itory, 

Profit and loss, pa}'meiits by order of the Execu- 
tive Committee, &.c., . - - - . 

Balances due tl.e Society this day, (including 
amount sent to the Colonial Store for the pur- 
chase of terriitoi'y,) ------ 

Cash in hand, - 



- I 



.$7,150 67 
1-1,820 39 

5,C90 73 
2,621' 25! 

I 
! 

00 i 
3,900 97 
2,:} IS 32 
1,581 53 



12,273 07 
57 50 



JK5 1,059 45 



Colonization Rooms, Washington, January 1st, J.S47. 



NOAH FLETCHER, Book-keeper. 



The Committee io whom was referred the Treasurer's Account, beg leave to report — That they have carefully examined the same, and com- 
pared it with the vouchers, and find the above statement to be correct and satisfactor\-. 

' ANSON G. PHELPS, > 



Januarv 20, 1S47. 
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The Select Comrnillee on the re- 
lations oC the Colonization Society 
10 the contemplated independent go- 
vernment of Liberia, reported, and 
their report was adopted, and is as 
follows — ~ 

The committee to whom was re- 
ferred the relations of this Society 
with the contemplated Independent 
Government in Liberia, report: That 
the lirne does not seem-to have come 
when these relations can be defuiite- 
]y settled. Our latest advices from 
Oov. lloberls, inform us that a ma- 
jority of tlie people have concUided, 
hut not wiihont considerable hesita- 
tion and opposition) to become inde- 
jMMidcnl, and that the Legislature 
wliich was to meet during the present 
month of January, woulti provide for 
callincr a coijivenlion to adopt a con- 
siiiuiiim. It is expected that in pur- 
snanceofthe suggestion of this Board,' 
Commissioners will be appointed by 
the Government of Liberia to ar- 
range with us the future relations 
between that Government and this 
Society ; but whether that commis- 
sion will be sent here before a Con- 
stitution of Government is framed 
and submitted to the people, or whe- 
ther a constitution will be first adopt- 
ed, we aro not informed. The Com- 
mittee are of opinion that it may be 
desirable that this Society and its 
general rights in Liberia, should, be 
in some form recognized in the con- 
siitiuion. Tiiey therefore recom- 
niond the adoption by the; Board of the 
iollowing resolutions J 

Firsf. That the Executive Com- 
mittee be instructed to suggest, in 
tile manner that may be d>3emed by 
them most likely to be acceptable to 
the authorities and people of Liberia, 
that this Board is desirous that com- 
missioners on the part of Liberia 
should comchereand have a full and 
free conference with us before a con- 
stitution is framed : and that, in case 
3 



such commissioners should come 
before the next annual meeting of 
the Board, the Executive Committee 
call a special meeting at such time 
aid place as they shall deem roost 
expedient. 

Second. That the Committee be 
further instructed to suggest to the 
said authorities and people of Libe- 
ria that, in case they deem it most 
expedient to frame a constitution be- 
fore their commissioners meet us, 
this Board would be, pleased to have 
the existing rights of the Society re- 
cognized in the constitution, at the 
same time assuring them thatii is our 
earnest desire to take such a course, 
in reference to, our propei>y in Li- 
beria, and to ail our future rela- 
tions with the Government there, as 
will be most acceptable to and most 
promotive of . the interest of the 
people. 

Third. That in case circumstances 
shall render it desirable, the Execu- 
tive Committee be authorized to ap- 
point a commissioner or commis- 
sioners to Liberia, with full powers 
to settle the future relations of the 
Society with the Government and 
people there, by provisions to be in- 
serted in the constitution to be adopt- 
ed, or by a compact between the So- 
ciety and the authorities organized 
under the new constitution as shall 
be found most expedient, 

L. Q.C.ELMER, 
Chairman. 

The Secretary, agreeable to a re- 
solution of the Board this morning, 
made a full statement relating to un- 
settled legacies made to the Society, 
and the circumstances attending them. 

The committee to whom was re- 
ferred the Annual Report of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee, reported, that 
they had examined the report, and 
expressed their approbation of it« 
general character — whereupon : 
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Resolved, Thai the report be re- 
ferred to the Execmive Committee 
for publication. 

The following resolutions were 
submitted by the Rev. Mr. McLain, 
and on motion, they were unanimous- 
ly adopted : 

Whereas, we have learned that the 
Rev. J. B. Pioney, has resolved to 
accept of a pastoral charge, and retire 
from the active duties of an agent ol 
this Society ; therefore. 

Resolved, That we deeply regret 
the loss which we sustain in the re- 
tirement of our long tried and effi- 
cient coadjutor. 

ResohnU Tliat liie cordial grati- 
tude oftliis Board be tendered to 
Mr. Pinney, for his fiiiiliful and in- 
valu ible labors in connection "with 
this cause, and that he be assured 
that our best wishes atterd him in 
his new field of labor, and our hope, 
that the time may not be far distant 
when with renewed energy and vi- 
gor, he will again return to our assis- 
tance^ 

Messrs. Reese and Dr.'Janeway, 
were appointed to nominate officers 
for the ensuing year. 

The above committee reported as 
follows :--The Rev. Mr. McLain, 
for Corresponding Secretary and 
Treasurer. 
■ For the Executive Committee, M. 
St.. C. Clarke, H. Lindsly, A. 0. 
Daytbn, Jos. H. Bradley, J. C. Ba- 
con, William Gunton, and Ulysses 
Ward. 

The report was accordingly adopt- 
ed. 

The committee appointed !o pre- 
sent a memorial to the President of 



the United Slates and to Congress, 
praying for remuneration for expenses 
incurred in the maintenance of the 
lecaplured Africans on board the 
slave ship "-Pons," &c., reported a 
memorial, which was unanimously 
adopted by the Board, and directed 
to be presented to the Executive ami 
to both Houses of Congress. 

The commillee were also contin- 
ued to act in the case. 

Resolved, That the thanks of ih« 
Board of Directors are due, nnd are 
hereby tendered to the Correspond- 
ing Secretary and the Executive 
Comnjittee of the last year, for the 
faithful and efficient performance of 
their duties. 

Resolved, That the thinks of the 
Board are due and are hereby tender- 
ed to the Hon. L. Q. C. E mer, for 
his valuable services as tiieir presid- 
ing officer. 

Resolved, That, in the case of the 
will of the late Mr. William Smart, 
the Corresponding Secretary ami 
Treasurer, be and he hereby is vested 
with full power and authority, to 
sign for, and affix the seal of this So- 
ciety to the required bonds, on hp- 
half of the American Colonization 
Society. 

The minutes of the Board were 
read and approved. 

The Board adjourned to meet the 
third Tuesday of January, 1848, at 
12 o'clock, M. 

Concluded with prayer by the Kev. 
Mr. Pinney. 

L. Q. C. ELMER, 
President. 

A. D. Eddy, Secret anj. 



THE LIBERIA PACKET. 
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The Liberia Packet— dimen»i<>n», &.C.— F'ormati'ou of a Joint Slock CoaqwDy. 



Within is a sketch of the hull of 
ihis vessel and her proposed spars 
aitd rigging, also a view of a section 
through the cepire line^ and a plan 
of ihe deck viewed from above, all 
engraved on wooU by Rlr. Manning 
of this city. 

Tlie sketch represents the vessel as 
having just rounded to, and let go her 
anchor off the coast — say at Rlessu- 
rado or Cape Palinas. This mere 
piotile or side view, on so small a 
srale, although actually drawn from 
life, can give but a very imperfect 
idea of the beautiful model of the 
vessel ; yet 'tis enough to deraon- 
sirale to the practiced eye that she 
is no lugger. The first object in her 
coiisiruciion, was the comfort of 'ihe 
emigrants, the next, speed— and 
liiere can be but little doubt of her 
perfcciton in both respects. The 
len;rili of her keel is 112 feet; 
breadth of beam 25 feet; draught of 
water when loaded, ,13 feet ; dead 
rise 18 inches; rake, of masts IJ in- 
ches to the foot ; she is well but not 
heavily sparrp-d. She has a poop 
deck rising from the main deck 2^ feet 
extending 66 feet, foc^ming the emi- 
grant's cabin: the floor of which is 
sunk 3^ feet below the main deck, 
leaving 6 feet in the clear. This 
oabin is well lighted and ventilated, 
having windows looking forward in 
the break of the deck, ( well secured 
in rough wedLlher by dead lights,) 
also stern windows such as are usu- 
ally placed in vessels of her class. 
The companion-way varies from the 
one represented in the section of the 
vessel ; it is made like the entrance 
to the main cabin of steamboats, 
open on both sides descending to a 
broad stair, the front part being left 
open, for the free admission of air. 
The booby hatch, K, is surrounded 
by glass windows and iron gratings 
that admit of light and air freely. 



a packet. 

Bull's eyes or sky lights will be 
placed in the deck between this and 
the stern, on each side of the deck 
cabin. Two patent water closeu 
are also placed in this cabin. There 
are 11 lengths of berths, 4 feet wide 
each, three tiers on each side with 
the exception of the sternmost. A 
tank holding over 2,000 gallons ex- 
tends through this cabin from the 
keelson to the upper deck. A scuttle 
communicates with the lower hold, 
under which the emigrants* provi- 
sions and water is placed. The 
lockers, N, N, under the fore win- 
dows contain their small stofes. 

From this brief sketch it must be 
apparent to any one at all acquainted 
with nautical matters, that the accom- 
modations a fl'orded by this vessel io 
the emigi^nis to Liberia, are all that 
can be desired for their healtit or 
comfort^ and second only to those of 
the first class passenger ships. 

The upper cabin for those paying 
their own passage, is placed on the 
poop deck, made and finish^id in the 
ordinary manner for vessels of her 
class. It is divided into three parts, 
viz: the ladies' cabin «ft, with 2 
state rooms, containing 4 berths ; 
the gentlemen's cabin, with 8 open 
berths, and 2 state rooms forward 
for officers and steward. 

This packet is owned by a joint 
stock (xunpany, formed under a char- 
ter obtained from the Legislature of 
the state of Maryland, under the ti- 
tle of "The Chesapeake and Liberia 
Trading Company.'' It is most lib- 
eral in all its provisions, allowing the 
Company to extend its capital, if de- 
sirable, to $100,000. 

This charter was obtained in the 
hope and belief, that an amount of 
stocljisnfficient to put one vessel', in 
operjflion, would be subscribed for 
by colored people of the United 
States and Liberia ; as such a mea- 



no A 




Fir,. 1. Section through th£ centre line of Vessel. Fig. 2 Plav or Vkssft 

,?;,.lTF-'-.«"^ 3k,J..ht ,o,en.i.rants' cabin. Emigrants; cabin, containing 60 doubt bcrthsTn 3 tie.. 

G. Mdin Hatch. H. Forecaslle 

Water closets. 



A. Upper cabin. _ „ 

etnicrants' cabin lonkins forward. 

K. Bonby hatch. | . Hold. 

Q. Main-n^ast. • R, Fore-mast. 
The upper cabin contains four state rooms with two berlh<: mpH ^,u? ^.-^k* k « u • j 

« shewD as i. nece^ary .„ explain ,h« accoLoSaUoi if Va^^^^ 



•k' *i.r- , caom. u, immigrants' c 

M ^umn? ^"'if ants' cabin looking aft. ^ain t 

in. rumps. N. Lockftrs for smaiJ stores in emigrants' cabin. O 

Both cabins are six feet in the clear. Only so much of the vesfol 



D. Windows from 
I. Galley. 
P. Mizen-raast. 
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sure would tend qaiich to disabuse 
the minds oi' the colored people of 
this country of the false impressions 
which they have heretofore enter- 
tained with regard to Liberia, and 
brinff them and their transatlantic 
brethren nearer together. — This liope 
however, has notbeen fully realized. 
Many among the colored people who 
were most anxious lo have the thing 
established, have declined making 
good their subscriptions and the re- 
sult has been a subscription for a ma- 
jority of the stock necessary for 
building the Packet by several white 
gentlemen favorable to the scheme. 
All such subscripiions, however, are 
made on the condition of a transfer 
of ttie same at its fair market value 
when it shall be desired by any 
colored person, either in the United 
Slates or J^iberla. The whole amount 
of funds originally obtained on sub- 
scripiion to the ^'Cape Palmas Pack- 
et," has been invested in the stock 
of this Company, in the name of the 
Maryland State Colonization So- 
ciety, as it was believed the present 
plan would prove equally advanta- 
geous to the Society in its general 
results and more economical. A 
very liberal subscription has been 
made in advance by several promi- 
nent citizens of Liberia, which we 
doubt not will be increased on the 
first voyage of the Packet to the 
amount desired, viz: one-half of her 
value. It is intended lo keep the vessel 



running regularly between liie ports 
of Baliimore an<l Norfolk, and ihe 
several Liberia colonies, making two, 
ihree, or even four voyages a year, de- 
pending in a great measure upon the 
amount of freight or emii.»ranis offered 
by the Colonization Societies. 

It is not intended to take freight 
for other parties, unless the .'. '.ssion- 
ary Societies having stations in the 
colonies, should see fit to guarantee 
a certain amount of freight aimually, 
as the Colonization Societies have 
done, in which case, the same facili- 
ties for regular shipments would be 
granted them. Cabin passengers, to 
the extent of the accommodations, 
will be taken at the usual rates, and 
every attention pai«l to their conve- 
nience and comfort. The under of- 
ticers and crew of the vessel will he 
colored tnen, and it is intended to 
put her in charge of a colored tnanas 
master, as soon as one competent can 
be found. Letters and packages 
will always receive attention, and 
be delivered as directed, if practica- 
ble. 

The vessel is under contract to be 
launched by the first of November, 
and there is no doubt of her being 
ready for sea by the 15th. 

All communications relative to the 
Packet or the Company may be ad- 
dressed to 

JAMES HALL, 

Managing Jlgmt, 
Baltimore, October 20, 1846. 
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CONSTITUTED IN 18 16. 



William II. Hubbard, Esq , Rich- 
mond, Va.; Hon. P. White, Putney, 
Vermont; Zina Hyde, Esq., Bath, 
Maine ; T. W. Gillis, Esq., Nash- 
ua, New Hampshire; Miss Harriet 
Stcbbins, Boston, Mass.; Rev. John 
M. C. Bartley, Hampstead, New 



Hampshire; Mm. Emeline Rock- 
well, Norwich, Connecticut; Thos. 
McMuUen, Esq., Albany. New York ; 
Israel Searle, Esq ^ Southampton, 
Massachusetts; Dr. J. C. Ririhard- 
son, Fayette, Kentucky ; Daniel 
Fry, Esq., Albany. New York ; Dea. 
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T. Walker, Rockville, Mass.; Har- 
vey Bablwin, Esq., Hudson, Ohio; 
Mrs. Perses Bell, Chesicr, New 
llanjpshire ; Mrs. R. W. Francis, 
and Prof. Geo, W. Benedicl, Burling- 
ton, Vermoni; Rev. G. L. Brow- 
nell, Sharon, Conneciicul; Joseph 
S. Fav, Esq., and Noble A. Har- 
dee, Esq., Savannah, Georgia; A. 
Knapp, Epq., and A.Gascoigne, Mo- 
bile, Alabama ; Miss Elizabeih Ber- 
iram, Jamaica. New York; Dean 
Walker, East Medway, Mass.; Mrs. 
C. P. Hail, Dayton, Ohio ; J. Early 
E?q., La Poite, Indiana; Samuel 
Orirsn, Esq., La Porte, Indiana; Ja- 
mb Fuller, senior, Esq., Lexington, 
Viriiinia ; Moses Kiitridge, St. 
Jnhiipbury, Vermont; Rev. Benja- 
min R. Allen, South Berwick, Me.; 



Eraslus C. Scranton, Esq., Madison, 
Connecticut; J. H. Scranton, Esq., 
Augusta, Georgia ; Pi ter Smiih Hol- 
lo way, Esq., Henderson Coynly, 
Kentucky; Rev. B. H. Williams, 
Natchez, Mississippi; Mrs. Eliza 
Smith, Carlisle, Massacluisetts ; Rev. 
John Greller, Greeensboro% North 
Carolina ; INIrs. Maitha Bogrgs, Wal- 
nut Hill, Indiana; Rev. William 
Wilson, Cincinnati, Oliio ; R. W. 
Keys, Esq., Cincinnati, Ohio ; Alex. 
Guy, Esq., Cincinnati, Ohio; Mrs. 
Hannah, Pittsburg, Penn.; Rev. H. 
MciMillan, Xenia, Ohio; William 
Bi.xby, Esq., Francistown, N. H.; 
Isaac Shelby, Esq., Lexington, Ky.; 
Rev. R. F. Caldwell, Sharpsburg, 
Ky.; Rev. William Cox, Lancaster, 
Ohio. 



The Liberia Packet will sail on her 
second voyage, from Norfolk, Va., for 
Monrovia and other ports in Liberia, 
about the 1st of May, or as soon after 
her return fj^om her present voyage 
5is she can be gotten ready. She will 



tlje £\bf.tia Packet, 
doubtless be able to give first rate ac- 
commodations to all emigrants who 
may be ready to go ol that time. We 
give this timely notice in order that 
there may be no disappointment when 
the day arrives. 



Cvprliittpn from ^-atxinnalj, ©corflta. 



Many of our friends in Georgia are 
anxious that we should send a vessel 
fn>m Savannah, lo sail about the first 
of April next for Liberia. We there- 
fore give notice that a vessel will sail 
Irom Savannah on the first day of 
April, or as .soon thereafter as there 
f hall be emigrants read}', sufiicient to 



justify our incurring the expense. If 
SIXTY persons are offered, cerlain, 
we %vill dispatch the vessel. From 
what our agent, the Rev. Thomas C. 
Benning, and others, write us, we 
think there is but litde doubt that 
number will be ready. 



CONSTITUTION 



OP 

THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 



*'Micle 1. This Society shall be called *The American Colonization Society.* 

''Art. 2. The object to which its attention is to be exclusively directed is, to pro- 
mote and execute a plan for colonizing, with their own consent, the free people of 
color residing in our country, in Africa, or such other place as Congress shall deem 
expedient. And the Society shdll act, to effect this object, in co-operation with the 
General Government and such of the States as may adopt regulations on the subject. 

''Art. 3. Every citizen of the Uiuted States who shall have pai4 to the funds of the 
Society the sum of one dollar, shall be a member of the Society for one yeeir from the 
tirae ofsuch payment. Any citizen who shall have paid the sum of thirty dollars, shall 
be a member for life. And any citizen paying the sum of one thousand dollars, shall 
be a Director for life. Foreigners may be made rriembers by vote of the Society or of 
the Directors. " ' - 

''Art. 4. The Society shall meet annually at Washington on the third Tues(lay in 
January, and at such other times and places as they shall direct. At the annual uieet- 
ing, a President and Vice Presidents shall be chosen, who shall perform the duties ap- 
propriate to those offices. 

''Art. 5. There shall be a Board of Direetorsi composed of the Directors for life 
and ofDeleptes from the several State Societies and societies for the District of Co- 
lumbia and Territories- of the United States. Each of such societies shall be entitled 
to one Delegate for every five hundred dollars paid into the , treasury of this Society 
within the year previous to the annual meeting. 

"Art, 6. The Board shallannually appoint a Secretary, a Treasurer, and an Executive 
Committee of seven persons ; all of whom shall, ex officio^ be honorary members of the 
Board, having a right to be present at its meetings and to take part ih the transaction of 
its business ; but they shall not vote, except as provided in article 7. 
I "Art. 7. The Board of Directors shall meet annually in Washington, immediately 
after the annual meeting of the Society, and at such other times and places as it shall 
appoint, or at the request of the Executive Committee. Seven Dii-ectors shall form a 
quorum. But if, at any annual meeting, or meeting regularly called, a less number be 
ID attendance, then five members of the Executive Committee, with such Directors, not 
less than four, as may bfi present, shall constitute a iBoard, and have competent authori- 
ty to transact any business of the Society; provided, however, that the Board thus 
constituted shall carry no questipn unless the vote be unanimous. , > 

"Art. 8. The Executive Coinmittee shall meet according to its own appointment, or 
at the call of the Secretary. This Committee shall hav? discretionary power to trans- 
act the business of the Society, subject r^nly to such limitations as are found in its • 
charter, in this Constitution, and in the voLss that have been passed, or may hereaifter 
OS passed, by the Board of Directors. TJie Secretary and Treasurer shall b'e members 
otthe Committed ea; oj^do, with the right to deliberate, but not to vote. The Commit- 
tee is authorized to fill all vacancies in its own body ; to appoint a Secretary or Trea- 
surer whenever such offices are vacant ; and to appoint ana direct such agents as may 
be necessary for the service of the Society. At every annual meeting^ the Committee 
shall report their doings to, the Society, and to the Boafd of Directors. 

"Art.9. This Constitution may be; amended, upon a projposition to that effect by 
oi the societies represented in the Board of Directors, transmitted to the Secretary, 
and published in the official paper of the Society, three months befgre the annual 
H^eetmg ; provided such amendment receive the sanction of two-thirds of the 3oard at 
Its next annual meeting." 



AN ACT OF THE LEGl|SLATURE OF MARYLAND, 

PASSED I^dRCH 22, 1837, 
Eniilled " An act to Incorporate Jhe American Colonization Sociefy.''^ 

Whereas by an act of tlie General Assei^jbfjr of Maryland, entitled " t^n act to incorpo' 
rata the iMmcrican Colonization Society i^i^^sseH at December sessionj 1831, chapter 1S9, } 
the said Society ■vyas incorporated with certp^in powers: Atid whereas it is represented to ! 
this General vVssetnbly that the rights and interests of said Society have been materially in. I 
jurcd, andare likely to suffer further iiijury, Byi^ertain alleged omissions on the part of said I 
Society to give efficii ^r^y to said act: Therefore, * j 

Sec, 1. Be it enacted by the Gencral^ssembhj of Maiijlandy That John C. Herbert, 
Daniel Murry, Joseph Kent, Ezckiel F. Cftairibers, Daniel Jenifer, George C. Washing- 
ton, Virgil Maxcy, Zaccheus Collins Lee*, Alexander Randall, Francis S. Key, Walter 
Jones, Ralph R. Gurley, and William W. Seatoii, of the Society called the American So- 
ciety for Colonizing the free people of color of the United States, and tlieii" successors, to- 
gether with such others elected and; tjHalified, as the present or future, Constitution, by- 
laws, ordinances or regulations of sai4 Society, do or shall hereafter prescribe, shall be, 
and they are hereby created and declared to be, a body politic and corporate^ by the nauie, 
style and title of The American Colonization Society, and by that narrte shall have per- 
petual succession, and shall be able to si^e aiid be sued, to plead and be impleaded, in any 
court of law or equity in this State, arid 'may have and use a . common seal, arid the same 
may destroy, alter or renew at pleasure,' -and shall have power to purchase, have and enjoy, 
to them and their successors, in fee or otherwise, any land, tenements or hereditaiuenls, by 
the gift, bargain, sale, devise, or other act of any person or persons, body politic or coi-jiorate 
whatsoever j to take and receive any sum or sums of money , goods or chatties, that sliall be \ 
given, sold or bequeathed to tUfem in any manner whatsoever j to. occupy, use nnd enjoy, i 
or sell, transfer, or otherwise disposeof, ^iccOrding to the by-laws and ordinances regulating 
the same, now or hereafter to be prescribed, ali such; lands, tenements of hereditaments, 
mbney, goods or chattels, as they shall determine to be mo§t cipnducive to the colonizinfr, | 
with their own consent, in Afi'ica, of the free people of cplpr residing in the United States, i 
and for no other uses orpurposes what|s6ever j and as soon after the passagoof this act as 
rhay be convenient, to elect such officers as they or a majofiiy of „them present may deem 
proper, ,?ind to make and ordain such Cqnetitutipn, by-laws, ordinances^ and regulations as | ] 
may be ncciessary for the organization of the said Society;; and to repeatl^'alter or amend I 
the same ; to prescribe the times of meeting, the qualificatlonis and terms of membcrsbip, ] 
and to d6 allsuc?h other acts and deeds they shall deem necessary, for regulating and!! 
managing the concerns of, the said ;bbdy corporate : Provided, hotoevery ihaX tht Con&ii-li 
tutioh arjS laws of this State and of thie United, States,. and this act of Assembly, be notjl 
violated thereby, i| 
Sec^2. Jlnd be it enacted^ Tliat for the object aforesaid all property, real, ]f)ersonal and !| 
mixed, whether in action or possession, aiwl all righls, credits and demands, dwned, licld orji 
claimed, before this act, by the said Society j and all sue]! property, rights jcrcd its, and dc-i 
mands, as, were it hot fair this act, might hereafter be owned^ held or claimed bylh^said | 
Society, shall vest and are hereby declared , to vest in thei said body corporate, and its suc^ i 
cessors as fully and effectually as they, have, oxcouldimve vested in the said Sodlety; and I 
also that the said bf)dy corporate, and its succfessors^ arc hereby declared to be as completely 1 
and effectually liable^iand responsible for all debts, demands and claims, due now or which i 
would hereafter be due by the said Society, if tj'lis actpf incorporation had not been gfant-1 
ed, as the said Society is noyv or would ;hereai;^# be so liable and responsible for. | 
Sec. 3. ^nd be it enactM, That the said botl^f corporate, and its successors, shall forever J 

I be incapable of holding in feew less estatejjiesll property in the United States, the yearly 1 

Lvalue of which exceeds, th^ sum of thirty thousand dollars, or the yearly valuei of so much i 
therepf as may be in this State, exceeds , tipib sum pf five thousand dollars. I 
Sec. 4. *Andbe it enacted^ That the aci hereinbefore mentioned of the General Assembly I 
of Maryland, chapter one hundred arid^^ighty-nine of December session, eighteen hundred |J 
and thirty, be and the same is hereby r^eppaled : Samn^ and reserving, hoiocver, to tlic l 
persons incorporated by said act, and to the American Goloriization Society, , all the rig;|,\'V'l 
and powers conferred by said act, so far as the same may ^*i.n^cessary for the recovery; 
session, holding, or enjoy ment of any property, real^ personal, or mixed, chose -in actipn "'! 
franchise of any description %vhatsoever, which may have been heretofore gl^en, grji^itevl,! 
devised, or bequeathed to or otherwise acquired by the said persons, or any of thei?:, ortoi 
or by the American Colonization Society. I 

I Sec. 5. And be it enacted. That this act, and the powers and privileges granted thereby,! 
may be at any time repealed, modified amended or changed, at the discretion i^f the General! 

I Assembly. > ^ ' I 

i ■ J 



